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ABSTRACT
This study aims to investigate whether the Mondly and Busuu apps can improve listening comprehension in learning Arabic for a group of
students. This study took place in the even semester of the 2024/2025 academic year. This study used a quasi-experimental method with an
unequal control group model. There were two groups, each consisting of 15 students, who studied using the Mondly and Busuu apps for a
certain period. Data were collected using pre- and post-test instruments. The research data were analyzed using statistical tests, namely the
normality test, homogeneity test, paired t-test, and independent t-test. The results showed that the Mondly and Busuu apps significantly
improved the listening comprehension of grade 1 students, as evidenced by the difference in magnitude between the pre-test and post-test
scores and a significance value of p < 0.001. However, a comparison test between the two groups showed no significant difference in post-
test scores using Mondly and Busuu (p = 0.327). These results indicate that the Mondly and Busuu apps are equally effective in improving
Arabic listening comprehension. This study confirms that mobile learning can be a good supporting tool for language learning that is
flexible, interactive, and tailored to learners' needs.
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Meningkatkan Kemampuan Mendengarkan melalui Penggunaan Aplikasi Mondly dan Busuu
Subjek: Studi Perbandingan

ABSTRAK
Studi ini bertujuan untuk menyelidiki perihal aplikasi Mondly dan Busuu dapat meningkatkan kemampuan mendengarkan dalam belajar
Bahasa Arab bagi sekelompok siswa. Studi ini berlangsung pada semester genap tahun pelaajran 2024/2025. Studi ini menggunakan
metode kuasi-eksperimental dengan model kelompok kontrol tidak setara. Terdapat dua kelompok, masing-masing terdiri dari 15 siswa SD
xxxxxxxxx, yang belajar menggunakan aplikasi Mondly dan Busuu selama periode tertentu. Data yang dikumpulkan menggunakan instrumen
tes awal dan akhir. Data penelitian dianalisis menggunakan  uji statistik yakni uji normalitas, uji homogenitas, uji t berpasangan, dan uji t
independen. Hasil penelitian menunjukkan bahwa aplikasi Mondly dan Busuu secara signifikan meningkatkan kemampuan mendengarkan
para sisw kelas 1, sebagaimana dibuktikan oleh perbedaan besaran antara skor pra-tes dan pasca-tes serta nilai signifikansi p < 0,001.
Namun, tes perbandingan antara kedua kelompok tidak menunjukkan perbedaan signifikan pada skor pasca-tes menggunakan Mondly dan
Busuu (p = 0,327). Hasil ini menunjukkan bahwa  aplikasi Mondly dan Busuu sama efektifnya dalam meningkatkan pemahaman
mendengarkan bahasa Arab. Studi ini menegaskan bahwa pembelajaran mobile dapat menjadi alat pendukung yang baik untuk pembelajaran
bahasa yang fleksibel, interaktif, dan disesuaikan dengan keperluan pembelajar.

Kata kunci: kemampuan mendengarkan, mondly, busuu, studi perbandingan
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INTRODUCTION
The recent development of digital technology

has had a significant impact on the world of edu-
cation, including foreign language learning. With
the increasing use of mobile devices such as
smartphones (Abdulrahman, 2025; Doda,  2024)
and tablets, learning has become easier and is no
longer limited to classrooms or face-to-face meet-
ings. This change allows students a more independ-
ent and flexible learning experience that suits their
individual needs. Regarding foreign language pro-
ficiency, listening skills play a crucial role as they
form the foundation for developing speaking, read-
ing, and writing skills (Oktasari, 2023 & Asty et
al., 2025; Failasofah & Habibi,  2024; Rahma et
al., 2024; Rizky & Suharmoko, 2019).

However, these skills require extensive
exposure to the language, which is learned through
various forms of authentic audio material. In
practice, many students find it difficult to optimally
improve their listening skills. These challenges can
arise from limited exposure to real conversations,
a scarcity of audio sources with different accents,
or the very fast pace of native speakers (Baharun
et al., 2024). Furthermore, traditional methods
typically provide listening exercises through static
recordings, which are less interactive and do not
allow for repetition in different contexts. Learning
to listen is less efficient and does not meet the needs
of students who desire flexibility and variety in
learning resources (Syafei, n.d.).

The use of mobile learning applications has
become attractive to many people. These
applications provide more interactive listening
exercises, offer authentic conversational materials,
and allow users to repeat materials according to
their needs. Two options are available: BUSUU
and MONDLY (Taqwiem, n.d.). MONDLY is
popular due to its interactive learning design,
organized materials, and ease of access.

BUSUU  is known for its strong visual
approach, use of speech recognition technology,
and topical dialogues designed to help in a
community-based learning experience (Imam et al.,
2025, Huda). (Imam et al., 2025) My factor,

allowing users to practice their listening skills
through diverse communication activities
Although both applications offer features that
support improved listening skills, the effectiveness
of each has not been fully measured compared to
the other.

Previous studies (Mendoza et al., 2020) have
shown that mobile learning can increase
motivation, engagement, and language learning
outcomes.

Babbel, Memrise, and Duolingo can be used.
Several studies indicate that apps like (2025)
improve vocabulary mastery and listening
comprehension. However, most of these studies
focus more on evaluating the MONDLY app.
Studies on (Gajda, 2024) are still largely
descriptive in nature, generally focusing on user
satisfaction, ease of use, or overall language
learning proficiency, without comparing the
advantages or disadvantages of the platforms.

The limitations of previous research offer an
opportunity for more in-depth investigations into
the effectiveness of these two apps in listening
skills. There are still few studies that use objective,
specific listening indicators (Tai & Chen, 2021)
to measure improvement in listening skills, such
as listening test scores, the ability to identify key
information, or understanding native dialogue.
Furthermore, there have not been many studies that
identify specific listening comprehension
indicators. Hijriyah et al. clearly outlined the
features of applications that significantly
contribute to improving listening skills. MONDLY.
According to Benlaghrissi & Ouahidi (2025), there
is a research gap that can be filled by a systematic
comparative study between BUSUU and
MONDLY. The increasing interest among learners
in using mobile devices makes this study relevant
from both a practical and academic perspective.
Learners are looking for information that can help
them choose the best application to improve their
listening skills, while teachers need empirical data
to recommend the use of specific platforms as part
of language teaching methodologies (MALL).
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Academically, this study is important
(Benlaghrissi & Ouahidi, 2025) to expand the
literature on the effectiveness of mobile-assisted
language learning (MALL) in improving listening
skills. Therefore, this study was designed to
analyze and compare the impact of two
applications on improving listening skills among
language learners. This study does not focus on
learning outcomes from a quantitative perspective.
This study not only examines the factors within
applications that contribute to a high-quality audio
learning experience, but also explores the
underlying mechanisms. By combining test data,
application usage observations, and learning
feature analysis, it is hoped that this study will
provide a comprehensive understanding of how
these two applications contribute to the
development of listening skills.

Through this approach, this study not only fills
gaps in existing research but also offers practical
benefits for users and application developers. It is
hoped that the results of this study will help
learners choose the application that best suits their
needs, provide recommendations for educators on
mobile-based learning strategies, and offer input
for developers to improve the quality of the audio
learning experience in their applications. Overall,
this study aims to enhance understanding of the
effective use of mobile technology in improving
listening skills, which is a crucial part of the
broader field of learning. It is important to master
the foreign language.

METHOD
This study adopted a quantitative method with

a quasi-experimental design using a non-equivalent
control group design. (Alsaiari, 2025) on Arabic
listening skills: Busuu and Mondly, to compare the
effectiveness of two applications. Two treatment
groups used each application for a specific period
and then evaluated through prior and follow-up
tests. A total of 75 participants were selected from
Class 1, considering their similar initial abilities,
the availability of tools, and their commitment to
participating in the study. The participants were

divided into two groups of 30 people each: Busuu
used one group, and Mondly used the other. The
purpose of this division was to maintain fairness
in the test so that an objective comparison could
be made between the learning outcomes. The
learning outcomes were compared using the two
Mondly applications.

Alsaiari (2025) said that the data were
collected through a listening test consisting of
multiple-choice and short-answer questions, with
audio from native Arabic speakers. This test was
used to measure participants’ ability to recognize
[the Arabic language]. The accuracy and reliability
of the tools were tested (Cheng, 2004) on
vocabulary, phrase and sentence comprehension,
and the interpretation of short dialogues through
expert evaluation and internal testing before use
with participants. In addition to the tests,
observations were made to document the time spent
using the application, the types of exercises
performed, and participant consistency throughout
the learning process. These observations ensured
that the intervention was implemented consistently
and followed established research procedures. The
data were analyzed using normality and
homogeneity tests and parametric statistical tests
to assess improvements in learning outcomes. A
paired-samples t-test was used to analyze
differences in ability. An independent samples t-
test was used to compare pre- and post-treatment
results in each group (Park et al., 2020) based on
the post-test results. The researchers also calculated
the Busuu and Mondly gain scores to measure the
level of improvement in each group in more detail.
Through this analysis, this study provides
quantitative evidence regarding the most effective
application for improving Arabic listening skills.

RESULTS
1. Developing Listening Skills Using Mondly

The results of the descriptive analysis using
paired-samples statistics show a significant
improvement in listening skills after participants
engaged in learning using a mobile application.
The mean score on the initial test was 49.80 (Figure
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1), indicating that the participants’ initial ability
to understand spoken Arabic was still in the low-
to-medium range. This mean suggests that the
participants had not yet mastered basic skills such
as vocabulary recognition, simple phrase
comprehension, and sentence interpretation all
crucial components of listening skills before the
intervention. The standard deviation of the initial
test, 4.586, indicates that the participants’ initial
abilities were homogeneous, with little range of
variance between individuals. This homogeneity
is significant because it demonstrates that the group
was at a relatively similar starting point, allowing
for a more direct attribution of any changes to the
intervention provided.

Figure 1
SPSS Screenshot of the Results of Statistical
Calculations of Paired Samples of Listening Skills
Data Using Mondly

Following the intervention, which involved
using a mobile application for a specific period,
the mean post-test score increased significantly to
79.13 (Figure 1). This 29.33-point increase
strongly suggests that digital application-based
learning interventions have a positive impact on
the development of participants’ listening skills.
In addition, the post-test standard deviation rose
to 6.368, reflecting the variability in skill
improvement among participants. This variation
may be attributable to differences in the duration
of participants’ engagement, the intensity of their
practice, or their level of adaptation to the features
offered by the application. Despite the increased
variability, the overall trend still indicates that the
majority of participants experienced a significant
improvement in their skills.

When quantitatively comparing the results, the
mean difference between the initial and final tests

demonstrates a substantial educational change.
Although this analysis was conducted descriptively
at this stage, such a significant increase generally
has the potential to yield very strong statistical
significance when tested using a paired-samples
t-test, typically with a p-value of < 0.05. This
suggests that the changes were not accidental but
rather a genuine result of the learning process
facilitated by the application. Therefore, it can be
concluded that using mobile learning media can
provide a more immersive and interactive learning
experience, ultimately contributing to improved
students’ listening skills.

The implications of these findings are highly
significant in the context of Arabic language
teaching. Learning listening comprehension, which
has thus far relied solely on traditional methods,
has proven to have its limitations, particularly
regarding access to authentic audio input. Using
apps like Mondly or Busuu allows students to
access more diverse and higher-quality audio
content, while simultaneously providing structured
exercises that can be accessed anytime. This aligns
with previous research indicating that mobile
device use can increase student motivation,
practice frequency, and retention of foreign
language learning materials. The results of this
study reinforce this view and provide concrete
evidence that digital media can overcome the
shortcomings of traditional learning, especially in
listening skills, which require repetition, varied
input, and multimedia interaction.

Overall, this discussion demonstrates that
using mobile apps is not merely an add-on but can
also serve as an effective primary teaching tool
for improving students’ listening skills. The
significant increase in scores, coupled with the shift
in learners’ abilities from standardized to more
diverse, suggests that mobile apps offer a space
for more personalized and adaptive learning. These
findings also open up opportunities for further
research to evaluate the most effective apps and
the most appropriate usage strategies within the
context of Arabic language learning in formal
education.



393

https://pembahas.dialeks.id/index.php/jp
p-ISSN : 2809-5367
e-ISSN : 2809-6355

Jurnal Pembelajaran Bahasa dan Sastra
Volume 5, Nomor 1, Januari 2026
DOI: https://doi.org/10.55909/jpbs.v5i1.1078

Nila Sari Syafitri,, Nabiela Fahma, Lailatul Hana Maftuhah, & Taufik,  Januari 2026, 387-400

 listening skills, mondly, busuu, comparative study 393

Figure 2
SPSS screenshot of the results of calculating
paired sample correlation of listening skills data
using Mondly

The results of the pairwise correlation
analysis show that the relationship between the
preliminary and final test scores is 0.272 with a
significance level of 0.326. This low correlation
coefficient indicates that the participants’ initial
abilities did not significantly influence their
performance after using the app. This means that
the improvement in listening skills was not
dependent on their initial scores. Participants who
scored high or low on the preliminary test achieved
significant improvement after learning through the
app.

Furthermore, since the significance level of
0.326 is greater than 0.05, the relationship between
the preliminary and final tests is not statistically
significant. This means that the final test results
were more influenced by the use of the Mondly or
Busuu app during learning than by the participants’
initial abilities. Thus, app use played a major role
in improving participants’ listening skills,
compared to their initial ability levels. These
results demonstrate that both apps are capable of
providing an effective learning experience for all
participants, regardless of their ability levels.

This finding aligns with the results of the
Godwin-Jones study, which states that mobile app-
based learning provides a personalized learning
experience that can be adapted to participants’
needs, allowing individuals of varying abilities to
progress at their own pace. Burston’s study also
indicates that mobile apps are designed to support
independent learning with progressively
increasing difficulty, thus minimizing differences
in participants’ initial abilities. Al-Jarf’s research

adds that interactive audio content in mobile apps
can improve listening skills, particularly for
participants with lower initial abilities, thanks to
repetition, speed control, and automatic feedback.
Therefore, this low, non-significant correlation can
be interpreted as evidence of the success of Mondly
and Busuu as comprehensive and adaptive learning
tools. Both are able to provide relatively equal
opportunities for skill improvement, despite
participants’ varying initial ability backgrounds.
These results reinforce the findings of the t-test
analysis, which showed significant improvement,
and support the argument that mobile-based
learning is effective in improving Arabic listening
skills across a broad spectrum, regardless of
participants’ initial abilities.

Figure 3
SPSS Screenshot of Paired Sample Test Results
Listening Skills Data Using Mondly

The results of the paired t-test show a
significant difference between the preliminary and
final listening skills scores of participants after
engaging in learning with the mobile application.
The mean difference of 29.333 indicates a
substantial improvement after completing the
learning activity. This negative value means that
the final test score was higher than the preliminary
test score, indicating a significant improvement in
participants’ listening skills. This result is
supported by a t-value of 16.812 with degrees of
freedom (df) of 14. This large t-value indicates that
the improvement in ability is not merely
coincidental or random variation, but rather a result
of the learning approach provided. Furthermore,
the statistical significance level of 0.000 (p < 0.05)
confirms that the difference between the
preliminary and final tests is statistically
significant.
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Therefore, it can be concluded that learning
through Mondly or Busuu applications has a
positive effect on improving participants’ Arabic
listening skills. The 95% confidence interval
between 33.076 and 25.591 indicates that the
improvement in ability occurred consistently
among most participants. This narrow range
indicates consistent improvement, so it can be
concluded that using mobile apps is effective in
improving listening skills overall.

These findings are consistent with several
previous studies that have demonstrated the
effectiveness of mobile-assisted learning in
language teaching. The study by Al-Jarf (2021)
found that using mobile learning apps increases
participants’ exposure to authentic language input
and improves receptive skills, particularly listening
skills. The study by Goodwin-Jones (2020) also
indicates that language learning apps allow
participants to learn independently, flexibly, and
repeatedly, which is crucial for improving listening
skills.

Furthermore, the research by Kacetl and
Klímová supports these findings, showing that
mobile learning increases motivation to learn,
retention of material, and frequency of exposure
to the target language, leading to significant
improvements in listening skills. The research by
Burston (2015) confirms that the success of
mobile-assisted learning depends heavily on the
app’s ability to provide interactive content and
immediate feedback, two features that Mondly and
Busuu offer. Both apps offer listening exercises
from native speakers, along with automatic
correction, progress assessment, and adjustment
of material level to suit the user’s ability. All these
features contributed to the improved final test
scores obtained in this study.

Considering the results of the analysis and
various previous studies, it can be concluded that
learning with mobile applications provides an
effective alternative for improving Arabic listening
skills. The statistically significant improvement,
supported by scientific references, demonstrates

that using Mondly and Busuu can provide a more
frequent, personalized, and sustainable learning
experience. Therefore, mobile-based learning
approaches can be recommended as a supplement
to, or even a replacement for, traditional listening
methods, especially in the context of foreign
language learning in today’s increasingly digital
world.

2. Developing Listening Skills Using Busuu
The results of the descriptive analysis using

paired-samples statistics show a significant im-
provement in listening skills after participants en-
gaged in learning with the mobile application. The
pre-learning mean score was 50.60, indicating that
participants’ initial skills were still in the low-to-
medium range. This suggests that prior to starting
the learning, participants were not fully proficient
in basic aspects of listening, such as vocabulary
and short phrase recognition and understanding
simple sentences. The standard deviation of 2.384
indicates that participants’ initial abilities were
relatively homogeneous with low variance among
them, so the group’s initial conditions were fairly
balanced.

Fifure 4
SPSS Screenshot of the Results of Statistical Cal-
culations of Paired Samples of Listening Skills
Data Using Busuu

The results of the paired-samples correlation
analysis show that the relationship between the
preliminary and final test scores is 0.370 with a
significance level of 0.175. This correlation
coefficient indicates a positive but weak
relationship between participants’ abilities before
and after using the mobile application. This means
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that participants with better preliminary abilities
tend to score higher on the final test, but this
relationship is not strong enough and does not
apply to all participants.

The statistical significance value of 0.175 is
greater than the 0.05 threshold, so the relationship
is not statistically significant. This means that
participants’ preliminary abilities are not the
primary factor determining their learning outcomes
after using the application. The improvement in
listening skills observed in the post-test was more
influenced by the ability of the Mondly or Busuu
applications to provide learning interventions than
by the participants’ preliminary abilities.

These results are consistent with research on
mobile language learning applications (MALL).
Research by Kacetl and Klímová shows that
application-based learning provides flexible
learning opportunities, allowing participants with
lower preliminary abilities to improve as well.
Burston (2015) also notes that mobile app features
such as material repetition, audio speed settings,
and automatic feedback allow participants of
varying abilities to have an equal learning
experience. Al-Jarf (2021) reached similar
conclusions, stating that mobile apps provide
effective, authentic audio exposure to improve
listening skills among participants of different
abilities.

In this study, the low correlation value
suggests that the Mondly and Busuu apps can serve
as comprehensive learning tools. Participants with
low initial scores were able to significantly
improve their performance after using the apps, as
demonstrated by the results of the paired-samples
t-test, which showed a substantial and significant
increase in scores. This confirms that the success
of listening learning via mobile devices does not
always depend on initial ability, but rather on the
quality of the exercises, the interactivity of the
features, and the frequency of app use.

Therefore, these correlation results indicate
that mobile learning can be an effective solution
for improving listening skills equally, regardless

of participants’ initial abilities. These results also
reinforce the argument that the use of application-
based learning technology should be considered
in learning Arabic at various levels of education.

Figure 5
SPSS Screenshot of the Results of Calculating
Paired Sample Correlation of Listening Skills Data
Using Busuu

The results of the paired-samples correlation
analysis show that the relationship between the
preliminary and final test scores is 0.370 with a
significance level of 0.175. This correlation
coefficient indicates a positive but weak
relationship between participants’ abilities before
and after using the mobile application. This means
that participants with better preliminary abilities
tend to score higher on the final test, but this
relationship is not strong enough and does not
apply to all participants.

The statistical significance value of 0.175 is
greater than the 0.05 threshold, so the relationship
is not statistically significant. This means that
participants’ preliminary abilities are not the
primary factor determining their learning outcomes
after using the application. The improvement in
listening skills observed in the post-test was more
influenced by the ability of the Mondly or Busuu
applications to provide learning interventions than
by the participants’ preliminary abilities.

These results are consistent with research on
mobile language learning applications (MALL).
Research by Kacetl and Klímová shows that
application-based learning provides flexible
learning opportunities, allowing participants with
lower preliminary abilities to improve as well.
Burston (2015) also notes that mobile app features
such as material repetition, audio speed settings,
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and automatic feedback allow participants of
varying abilities to have an equal learning
experience. Al-Jarf (2021) reached similar
conclusions, stating that mobile apps provide
effective, authentic audio exposure to improve
listening skills among participants of different
abilities.

In this study, the low correlation value
suggests that the Mondly and Busuu apps can serve
as comprehensive learning tools. Participants with
low initial scores were able to significantly
improve their performance after using the apps, as
demonstrated by the results of the paired-samples
t-test, which showed a substantial and significant
increase in scores. This confirms that the success
of listening learning via mobile devices does not
always depend on initial ability, but rather on the
quality of the exercises, the interactivity of the
features, and the frequency of app use.

Therefore, these correlation results indicate
that mobile learning can be an effective solution
for improving listening skills equally, regardless
of participants’ initial abilities. These results also
reinforce the argument that the use of application-
based learning technology should be considered
in learning Arabic at various levels of education.

Figure 6
SPSS Screenshot of Paired Sample Test Results
Listening Skills Data Using Busuu

The results of the paired-samples t-test show
a significant difference between the pre-test and
final test scores in participants’ auditory
comprehension after learning with the mobile app.
The mean difference of 26.533 indicates a
substantial improvement after learning. The
negative sign on the mean difference indicates that
the final test score is higher than the pre-test score,

thus the change is positive and indicates an
improvement in auditory comprehension.

The improvement is further evidenced by the
relatively small standard deviation of 4.190,
indicating that the skill improvement occurred
consistently among most participants. The low
mean standard error (1.082) indicates that the
estimated mean difference is highly accurate and
stable. This is supported by a 95% confidence
interval of 28.853 to 24.213, indicating that the
improvement in ability actually occurred within
this range and was not coincidental. The narrow
range also indicates that the learning effect
occurred consistently among all participants.

The calculated t-value of 24.528 with degrees
of freedom (df = 14) is very high for a t-test,
indicating a very strong learning effect. The
statistical significance value of 0.000 (p < 0.05)
indicates that the difference between the
preliminary and final test scores is statistically
significant. This means that the improvement in
listening skills was not accidental but was actually
a result of learning using Mondly or Busuu apps.
Therefore, these results provide evidence that using
mobile apps can significantly improve Arabic
listening skills in a relatively short period.

The results of this study are also consistent
with numerous studies on mobile language learning
(MALL). Research by Kacetl and Klímová
indicates that mobile apps offer a repetitive,
flexible, and interactive learning experience,
making them highly effective in improving
listening skills. Burston confirms that language
learning apps can provide exposure to native
speakers, which helps to gradually improve oral
comprehension. Al-Jarf states that listening
exercises using mobile apps improve vocabulary
retention and the ability to understand native
speakers, especially when participants receive
immediate feedback and the opportunity to repeat
the material. In addition, Godwin-Jones notes that
apps like Mondly and Busuu offer easy-to-
understand audio content, interactive exercises,
and adaptive features that can be adjusted to the
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user’s abilities. These features allow participants
with varying levels of initial ability to demonstrate
significant improvement, which is consistent with
the non-significant correlation between the
preliminary and final tests, indicating that
improvement is not dependent on participants’ initial
abilities.

3. Comparison between Teaching Listening
Skills Using Mondly and Busuu

The Shapiro-Wilk normality test results show
that all data in both the Mondly and Busuu groups
are normally distributed. In the pretest phase, both
the Mondly group (sig. = 0.995) and the Busuu
group (sig. = 0.669) had statistically significant
values   significantly greater than 0.05, indicating
that the participants’ initial listening skills meet
the normality assumption (Figure 7). This is
important because it ensures that both groups are
at a starting point that can be analyzed using
parametric statistical techniques without violating
the underlying assumptions.

Figure 7
SPSS Screenshot of Calculation Results
Comparison between Teaching Listening Skills
Using Mondly and Busuu

In the posttest phase, the data for both groups
continued to show a normal distribution pattern.
The Mondly group obtained a statistical
significance value of 0.300 and the Busuu group
obtained 0.358, both greater than 0.05. This

demonstrates that the distribution of values   after
treatment remained stable and did not undergo
significant distortion despite the increased ability.
This consistency indicates that the educational
treatment via the mobile application was
implemented under controlled conditions and did
not produce outliers that could affect data quality.
Meanwhile, the normality test results for the
learning gains showed that both the Mondly (sig.
= 0.617) and Busuu (sig. = 0.187) groups met the
criteria for normality. These results support the use
of an independent samples t-test to compare the
effectiveness of the two applications. Empirically,
the test results are consistent with previous MALL
studies showing that application-based learning
outcome data tend to have a normal distribution
due to the repetitive, structured, and relatively
standardized nature of the exercises for all
participants. Thus, the data in this study have met
the main statistical assumptions and can be
analyzed more accurately and reliably using a
parameter approach.

Figure 8
SPSS Test of  Homogeneity of Variance Screenshot

The results of the homogeneity of variance
test (Levin’s test) show that in the pretest phase,
all Levin’s calculation methods whether using the
mean, median, median with adjusted degrees of
freedom, or cutoff mean obtained significance
values   greater than 0.05 (sig. = 0.071–0.086).
These results indicate that the initial ability
variance in both the Mondly and Busuu groups was
homogeneous. Therefore, a comparison of the
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initial abilities of the two groups can be made
without concern that different variances will affect
the results.

In the posttest, the statistical significance values
also remained above the 0.05 threshold (sig. = 0.099–
0.185) for all calculation methods. This reinforces
the conclusion that the variance in the final abilities
of the two groups remains homogeneous. The
consistency of homogeneity of variance in the pretest
and posttest indicates that the use of different digital
learning applications does not cause significant
differences in performance between the two groups.
However, regarding the improvement index (gain
score), Levene’s value shows significance less than
0.05 for all calculation methods (sig. = 0.029–0.048).
This indicates that the variance in ability
improvement between the Mondly and Busuu groups
is heterogeneous. In other words, the increase in
scores between the groups was not uniform, so any
interpretation comparing the effectiveness of the two
applications must take this variance into account. This
condition also suggests the possibility that each
application provided different levels of improvement
for the students.

Figure 9
SPSS Test of  Homogeneity of Variance Screenshot

The independent samples test results for the post-
test scores show that Levene’s t-test for equal

variances is F = 2.781 with a p = 0.107, which is
greater than 0.05. This indicates that the
variances of the two groups the Mondly and
Busuu app users—are homogeneous, thus
satisfying the assumption of equal variances.
With this assumption satisfied, the comparison
of the post-test mean scores can be analyzed
using the row of assumed equal variances in the
t-test table.

This homogeneity condition also indicates
that using two different apps does not cause
significant disparities in student performance,
making the statistical comparison results more
stable. In the mean difference test, the t-test for
equal means shows t = 0.998 with a significance
value of p = 0.327 (assuming equal variances).
This value is well above the significance
threshold of 0.05, so it can be concluded that
there is no statistically significant difference
between the final test scores of the Mondly and
Busuu groups. The average difference between
the two groups was only 2.000, and the 95%
confidence interval covered the range from 2.105
to 6.105, indicating that this difference was not
statistically significant enough to be considered
meaningful. Thus, experimentally, both
applications provided relatively equivalent
learning outcomes at the start of the intervention
phase. These results suggest that both digital
learning platforms are similarly effective in
improving mastery of test materials, at least
within the context of this study.

DISCUSSION
Considering these results in light of previous

research, they are consistent with numerous
comparative studies of language learning
applications, which show that differences
between platforms rarely cause significant
differences in final outcomes but are more related
to aspects of the learning experience or
motivation (Benlaghrissi & Ouahidi, 2025;
Djigunoviæ & Nikolov,  2019; Fukui & Yashima,
2021). For example, a study by Loewen et al.
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(2020),  Lasagabaster (2017), Nizigama et al.
(2023) indicated that exercise-based applications
such as Duolingo, Babbel, and Busuu tend to
achieve similar improvements in vocabulary
mastery, despite each having different features.
Furthermore, Godwin-Jones research also shows
that mobile learning technology generally produces
positive and consistent learning outcomes, unless
differences in platform features are directly related
to specific teaching strategies. Thus, the similarity
of post-test results between Mondly and Busuu in
this study reinforces the academic view that the
effectiveness of language learning applications is
influenced more by the degree of use and student
engagement than by the type of platform.

Moreover, the consistency of this study’s
findings with previous results demonstrates that
the innovation of digital learning does not always
depend on the choice of a particular application,
but rather on how the application is integrated into
the learning design and combined with appropriate
teaching strategies. This is supported by research
by Stockwell & Hubbard (2013), which indicates
that the success of mobile-based learning
applications increases if users are provided with
clear instructions, structured objectives, and
adequate instructional support. Therefore, despite
Mondly and Busuu differing in their interfaces,
exercise methods, and feedback formats, the results
of this study confirm that both applications are still
capable of achieving similar academic outcomes,
provided they are implemented under the same
learning conditions.

CONCLUSION
The study results indicate that using mobile

learning applications, specifically Mondly and
Busuu, has a significant and positive impact on
improving students’ listening skills. This is evident
from the substantial difference in mean scores on
the preliminary and final tests between the two
groups, as well as the statistical significance,
demonstrating that this improvement was not
accidental. Using these applications provides

participants with access to authentic audio
materials, repetitive exercises, and immediate
feedback, fostering deeper oral comprehension
than traditional methods.

Furthermore, the relationship between
preliminary and final test scores shows that
participants’ initial abilities did not significantly
influence their final results. This means that
participants with both low and high initial abilities
benefited from using the applications. This
demonstrates the inclusive nature of mobile
learning and its ability to adapt to individual needs.
These findings are consistent with previous studies
indicating that language learning applications can
reduce ability differences among participants.

Although both groups showed significant
improvement, the results of the independent t-test
did not reveal any significant difference between
Mondly and Busuu test scores. These two
applications proved equally effective in learning,
despite their different features, interaction models,
and teaching methods. These results support the
view that the success of mobile learning is
determined more by the level of use, consistency
of practice, and good learning design than by the
type of application.

Therefore, this study confirms that Mondly
and Busuu are suitable educational tools in the
context of learning Arabic, particularly for
improving listening skills. Using mobile
applications can be an alternative and
complementary option to traditional learning
methods, especially for students who need
flexibility, diverse materials, and opportunities for
independent learning. Further research is
recommended to explore the emotional and
motivational aspects and conduct a more in-depth
analysis of the application features to provide a
comprehensive picture of the most effective mobile
learning strategies.
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