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ABSTRACT
Reading interest is a source of motivation that encourages individuals to carry out activities to obtain information from written sources
while news text writing skills are activities to express ideas in writing using the structure of orientation, events, and information about 5W
+ H. This study aims to describe: 1) the reading interest of seventh grade students of SMP Negeri 24 Padang; 2) the news text writing skills
of seventh grade students of SMP Negeri 24 Padang; 3) the correlation between reading interest and news text writing skills of seventh
grade students of SMP Negeri 24 Padang. This type of research is quantitative with a correlational research design. This research took place
in the 2025/2026 academic year. The population of this study was all seventh grade students of SMP Negeri 24 Padang in 2025/2026,
totaling 255 people. Sampling in this study was determined using a cluster sampling technique set at 24%, namely 61 students. Reading
interest data in this study were collected using a reading interest questionnaire containing statements related to reading interest. Data on
news text writing skills were collected using a test instrument in the form of giving students assignments to create news texts with a
predetermined theme. Data on reading interest were analyzed using descriptive statistics. Data on news text writing skills were also analyzed
using descriptive statistics. The correlation between reading interest and news text writing skills was analyzed using Spearman's correlation.
The results of the study: 1) the reading interest of seventh grade students of SMP Negeri 24 Padang is in good qualifications; 2) the news
text writing skills of seventh grade students of SMP Negeri 24 Padang are in good qualifications; 3) the correlation between reading interest
and news text writing skills only produces r = 0.699; included in a high relationship; the coefficient of determination is 48.86 percent.
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Korelasi antara Minat Baca dan Keterampilan Menulis Teks Berita Siswa Kelas VII
SMP Negeri 24 Padang

ABSTRAK
Minat baca adalah sumber motivasi yang mendorong individu melakukan kegiatan memperoleh informasi dari sumber tertulis sedangkan
keterampilan menulis teks berita adalah kegiatan mengekspresikan gagasan secara tertulis menggunakan struktur orientasi, peristiwa, dan
informasi tentang 5W+H.  Penelitian ini memilikibertujuan untuk mendeskripsikan: 1) minat baca siswa kelas VII SMP Negeri 24 Padang;
2) keterampilan menulis teks berita siswa kelas VII SMP Negeri 24 Padang; 3)  korelasi antara minat baca dan keterampilan menulis teks
berita siswa kelas VII SMP Negeri 24 Padang. Jenis penelitian ini adalah kuantitatif dengan desain penelitian korelasional. Penelitian ini
berlangsung pada tahun ajaran 2025/2026. Populasi penelitian ini yaitu seluruh siswa kelas VII SMP Negeri 24 Padang tahun 2025/2026
sebanyak 255 orang. Penarikan sampel dalam penelitian ini ditentukan dengan menggunakan teknik cluster sampling dengan ditetapkan
sebesar 24% yaitu sebanyak 61 siswa. Data minat baca dalam penelitian ini dikumpulkan menggunakan angket minat baca yang berisi
pernyataan berkaitan dengan minat baca. Data keterampulan menulis teks berita dikumpulkan menggunakan instrumen tes dalam bentuk
pemberian tugas kepada siswa untuk membuat teks berita dengan tema yang telah ditentukan. Data minat baca dianalisis menggunakan
statisitik deskriptif. Data keterampilan menulis teks berita juga dianalis menggunakan statistik deskriptif. Korelasi antara minat baca dan
keterampilan menulis teks berita dianalisis menggunakan korelasi jenjang dari Spearman. Hasil penelitian: 1) minat baca siswa kelas VII
SMP Negeri 24 Padang berada pada kualifikasi baik; 2) keterampilan menulis teks berita siswa kelas VII SMP Negeri 24 Padang berada
pada kualifikasi baik; 3) korelasi  antara minat baca dengan keterampilan menulis teks berita hanya menghasilkan r = 0,699; termasuk
dalam hubungan tinggi; koefisien determinasi sebesar 48,86 persen.

Kata kunci: korelasi, minat baca, keterampilan menulis teks berita
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INTRODUCTION
Indonesian language learning in the

independent curriculum focuses on literacy skills.
Language, literary, and thinking skills are the
foundation of literacy skills. Literacy is used in
various fields of study, life activities, and social
goals, supporting work and lifelong learning.
Therefore, Indonesian language learning serves as
literacy learning aimed at developing
communication skills.

These literacy skills are developed into
language skills, encompassing receptive language
skills such as listening (oral), reading (written), and
viewing (visual), as well as productive language
skills such as speaking (oral), presenting (visual),
and writing (written) (Mulyadi & Wikanengsih,
2022). These six skills are interrelated. Certain
language skills can be linked to other language
skills. The intended linking of language skills does
not necessarily involve all six language skills
simultaneously; rather, it can combine only two
language skills as long as the language activity is
meaningful.

This interrelationship between language skills
is particularly evident in the relationship between
writing and reading skills. Reading skills can
provide a strong foundation for developing writing
skills. Through reading, a person can become
familiar with the format of the text being read and
increase vocabulary knowledge (Aqilah et al.,
2024). To achieve optimal writing skills, reading
skills must be planned in a focused and continuous
manner (Yusniar et al., 2025). Therefore, good
reading skills will significantly assist in improving
their writing skills.

Although good reading skills are essential for
improving writing skills, writing remains the most
difficult language skill to master (Septhin,
Mulawarman, et al., 2018). Writing is challenging
because the process requires a broad vocabulary,
thinking skills, and knowledge and experience.
Skilled writing requires more than just mastering
the theory; it must also be accompanied by regular
practice and consistent reading activities.

Writing skills are crucial for students to master.
According to Permanasari (2017), writing can
broaden students' horizons, foster creativity, and
allow them to express things they cannot verbally.
Furthermore, Purbania et al. (2020) added that
when writing, students will be able to express their
thoughts and feelings intelligently according to the
context and situation they experience.

Writing skills in schools can be developed
through Indonesian language learning, where
students are encouraged to produce written works,
one of which is news texts. News texts are not
merely informational deliveries but also training
in logical, critical, and objective thinking (Silviani
& Ulya, 2025). Therefore, writing news texts
requires not only language proficiency but also
critical thinking skills, broad insight, and careful
selection and presentation of information.

Students can acquire news writing skills
through reading activities. Therefore, students must
have an interest in reading if they want to be skilled
at writing news texts. Many students struggle to
express their ideas in news texts due to a lack of
interest in reading. Interest is a significant factor
influencing reading ability. Reading interest is a
person's inclination or desire to read a particular
book or writing, which grows and develops through
motivation and passion for reading (Bangsawan,
2023:2).

Interesting activities will be continuously
pursued and enjoyed. The more reading material
students read, the greater their vocabulary and the
ideas they can express in writing. This situation
makes it easier for students to develop ideas when
writing, including in news texts. Therefore, a strong
interest in reading is a crucial factor in determining
the extent to which news writing skills can be
mastered. Reading activities will only yield optimal
results if supported by a strong interest in reading.
However, based on the results of the 2018 and 2022
PISA (PISA) tests, many students demonstrated an
inability to complete basic literacy tasks, directly
indicating low reading interest. OECD data shows
that approximately 23% of students in OECD
member countries experience difficulty completing
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basic reading tasks, indicating low levels of
engagement and interest in reading (Fajariani &
Khairunnisak, 2024). Amelia et al. (2024) also
added that Indonesia ranks 71st out of 81 countries
for reading literacy. This category ranks the lowest
compared to mathematics and science literacy. This
suggests that Indonesian students have lower
reading literacy skills compared to other skills. Low
reading interest will impact news writing, as
reading involves more than just reciting text; it also
involves the process of thinking and understanding
(Daniati et al., 2021).

These findings are also supported by an
interview with an Indonesian language teacher at
SMP Negeri 24 Padang, Ms. Vera Susanti  who
revealed that seventh-grade students' reading
interest remains relatively low. Although the school
has provided various reading resources, both in the
library and in the classroom, few students actively
read books or other reading materials. As a result,
many students struggle when asked to write,
particularly in expressing ideas and organizing
news texts coherently and logically. The teacher
also explained that students who rarely read tend
to struggle with writing news texts due to a lack of
vocabulary, insight, and good language use.
Conversely, students who read frequently have a
larger vocabulary, broader insight, and are more
skilled at expressing ideas in writing, making
writing news texts relatively easier.

In addition, the teacher also revealed that
seventh-grade students' news text skills were
considered adequate, but they still lacked in terms
of structure, language, and elements within news
texts. This difficulty was caused by students' lack
of interest in reading, which impacted their limited
vocabulary and insight. However, students can
understand the structure, language, and elements
of news texts well if they are accustomed to reading
various texts, especially news texts. Through this
reading activity, students can directly see how
information is organized coherently, how to use
language effectively, and how news elements can
be fulfilled. Therefore, a strong interest in reading
can help students master the skill of writing news
texts well.

Based on the examples of students' news texts,
several shortcomings were identified. First, in the
headline, the student included the "what," "when,"
and "where" elements. However, the "who" element
as the organizer of the activity was not included in
the opening paragraph, so the information did not
fulfill a good headline. Second, in the body of the
news, the student mentioned that the activity was
implemented by the Padang City Government and
attended by the Governor of West Sumatra.
Furthermore, information regarding the number of
durians and the appeal to queue was provided.
However, the presentation lacked detail and lacked
citations from sources, so the "how" and "why"
elements were not fully developed. Third, the tail
of the news still failed to function as a closing
paragraph that provides additional information.
Fourth, several errors in capitalization were found.
Fifth, there was ineffective sentence usage,
indicating that the student did not fully understand
the linguistic rules of writing news texts.

Based on the problems identified, reading
interest has a positive relationship with news
writing. This means that if students' reading interest
is high, their news writing skills will improve.
Conversely, if students' reading interest is low, their
news writing skills will be low. To prove the
relationship between reading interest and news
writing skills, researchers were motivated to
conduct a study entitled "Correlation Between
Reading Interest and News Writing Skills of 7th-
Grade Students at SMP Negeri 24 Padang."

METHOD
This quantitative study used descriptive

methods with a correlational research design.
Mahsun (2021), Razak (2017) mendeskripksi
bahwa penelitin deskriptif laxi dipakai dalam
penelitiansosial.. The study involved 255 seventh-
grade students at SMP Negeri 24 Padang, divided
into 8 classes. Twenty-four percent of the
population was sampled, with a total sample size
of 24% x 255 = 61 students.

The sampling technique used was cluster
random sampling. The eight class names were
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randomly drawn on a piece of paper, then each
piece of paper was rolled up to hide its appearance.
Two classes were then selected to produce a
sample: class VII E and class VII H.

In this study, the independent variable was
the reading interest of 7th-grade students at SMP
Negeri 24 Padang, symbolized by (X). The
dependent variable was the news writing skills of
7th-grade students at SMP Negeri 24 Padang. 24
Padang, symbolized by (Y).

This study used two types of instruments: a
questionnaire and a work-based test. The
questionnaire used in this study was a closed-ended
questionnaire. This questionnaire was used to
evaluate students' reading interest. In developing
this questionnaire, the researcher used a Likert
scale. The questions in this questionnaire consisted
of positive and negative questions. To obtain
quantitative data, each scale was scored. The
outline of this research instrument is as follows.

RESULT
1. Reading Interest of Seventh-Grade Students

at SMP Negeri 24 Padang
Student reading interest was measured using

a closed-ended questionnaire using a Likert scale
of 1–4. The questionnaire was distributed to all
61 students. The questionnaire consisted of 30
items reflecting aspects of awareness, frequency,
and enjoyment of reading. Reading interest was
proven to be in the high category. Of the 61 sev-
enth-grade students at SMP Negeri 24 Padang, 51
students (83,61 percent) had a high reading inter-
est category. Ten students (16,39 percent) had a
high reading interest category. None were in the
very low or low category.

Table 7
Reading Interest Category

2. Report Writing Skills
The mean score for report writing skills of

seventh-grade students at SMP Negeri 24 Padang
was 0.0. This is considered high. Complete data
is provided in the following table.

Table 2
News Writing Skills
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3. The Relationship between Reading Interest
and News Writing Skills

To determine the relationship between read-
ing interest and news writing skills, a contingency
correlation analysis procedure was used. The ta-
ble below shows data on reading interest and news
writing skills.

Table 4
Summary Data on Reading Interest and News

Writing Skills

Berdasarkan uji statistik via SPPS diperoleh
nilai r = 0.699 (derjat hubungan sangat rendah).
Koefisien determinasi adalah 0,4886 persen.
Maknanya, hanya 48,86 persen variabel reading in-
terest memberikan sumbangan terhadap variabel
keterampilan menulis teks menulis berita bagi
siswa kelas VII SMP Negeri 12 Padang.

DISCUSSION
Reading Interest of Grade VII Students at SMP
Negeri 24 Padang

The reading interest of grade VII students at
SMP Negeri 24 Padang is generally classified as
sufficient, based on the table of formulas for de-
termining the categories. This indicates that stu-
dents have demonstrated a positive inclination to-
wards reading activities, although efforts are
needed to improve results.

The indicator most mastered by students is
reading awareness. This high achievement indicates
that students understand the importance of read-
ing as a means of expanding knowledge and aca-
demic achievement. However, some students still
have low awareness and only read when prompted
by the teacher without personal initiative (Azzahra
et al., 2025).

Based on the analysis of the reading frequency
indicator, the students' reading intensity level is in
the good category, meaning that reading habits have
been formed and are practiced fairly regularly. This
achievement indicates that some students have
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made time to read, both for learning purposes at
school and outside the school environment.

Meanwhile, the indicator of enjoyment when
reading is in the sufficient category. This achieve-
ment indicates that students have an interest in read-
ing activities, but their retention level is not yet
very high. This indicates that although students rec-
ognize the importance of reading and practice it
regularly, reading has not yet become a purely per-
sonal activity.

Compared to the reading awareness indicator,
which is in the good category, students' understand-
ing of the importance of reading is higher than their
enjoyment of reading. Meanwhile, the reading fre-
quency indicator is also in the good category, indi-
cating that reading is practiced fairly regularly. This
indicates that students' cognitive aspects have de-
veloped well, but their affective aspects are not yet
fully aligned. This means that students understand
the importance of reading, but are not yet driven
by a sense of enjoyment.

Developing this enjoyment of literacy requires
planned, systematic, and sustainable programs. Im-
plementation of literacy programs includes 15-
minute reading sessions before class, the develop-
ment of literacy corners in various school locations,
optimization of school libraries, integrated writ-
ing guidance in Indonesian language learning, and
various extracurricular literacy activities to help
students become more accustomed to meaningful
reading (Pratama et al., 2026).

News Text Writing Skills of Seventh-Grade Stu-
dents at SMP Negeri 24 Padang

Students' news text writing skills demonstrate
that they are able to write news texts quite well,
adhering to established structures, linguistic rules,
and elements. In general, students are able to con-
vey information clearly and understand the impor-
tant parts of a news text.

The results of this study are supported by pre-
vious research conducted by Yusniar et al. in 2025,
which showed that students' reading interest was
categorized as strong at 36%, and their descriptive
writing skills were categorized as moderate at 42%.

These results showed that the calculated r value
(0.782) was greater than the r value (0.329), indi-
cating a positive and significant relationship be-
tween reading interest and the ability to write ex-
pository texts in grade X students of SMA Negeri
1 Gowa.

Based on research conducted by Devi Novrizta
in 2019 entitled "The Relationship Between Read-
ing Interest and Narrative Writing Skills of Elemen-
tary School Students," it was found that there was
a positive and significant relationship between
reading interest and the narrative writing skills of
grade V students at SD Negeri 012 Langgini
Bangkinang Kota. A positive and significant rela-
tionship is evidenced by a correlation coefficient
of 0.638 and an r_table value of 0.423 with N = 22
at a 5% margin of error. This indicates that
r_(calculated) is greater than r_table, thus indicat-
ing a relationship between reading interest and stu-
dents' writing skills. The direction of the relation-
ship is positive, as the r_value is positive, indicat-
ing that higher reading interest increases the nar-
rative writing skills of fifth-grade elementary
school students at SD Negeri 012 Langgini,
Bangkinang City.

A high reading interest makes reading more
enjoyable. Students who enjoy reading tend to in-
teract more frequently with various texts. Through
these activities, they acquire a variety of informa-
tion. Furthermore, reading and writing are com-
plementary. The habit of writing is impossible with-
out the habit of reading, and conversely, reading
cannot be meaningful without the habit of writing
(Nugraha et al., 2018).

Therefore, based on research and theory, there
is a positive relationship between reading interest
and news writing skills. A high reading interest is
evident in students' willingness to obtain reading
materials, then actively read and comprehend them.
From this process, students obtain ideas and con-
cepts that can be developed into writing, thereby
improving their news text writing skills (Daniati
et al., 2021).
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CONCLUSION
First, the reading interest of seventh-grade stu-

dents at SMP Negeri 24 Padang is in the high cat-
egory. Second, the news writing skills of seventh-
grade students at SMP Negeri 24 Padang are in
the good category. Third, the relationship between
reading interest and seventh-grade students' news
writing skills is middle category. These are the
three conclusions of this study.
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