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ABSTRACT

This article, titled “Religious Values and Filial Piety in the Short Story Tukang Belanja Suruhan Ibu and Its Relevance to Indonesian
Language Learning,” aims to describe the religious values and filial piety contained in Silawati’s short story, while also analyzing its
relevance to Indonesian language learning in elementary schools. The research object is the short story text Tukang Belanja Suruhan Ibu.
The research population encompasses the entire content of the short story, with the sample consisting of excerpts of dialogue and narration
containing religious values and filial piety toward parents. The research instrument is the researcher herself, aided by a data recording sheet.
Data collection was conducted through intensive reading and systematic recording of relevant sections. Data analysis employed a qualitative
descriptive method using content analysis, enabling a deep exploration of the meanings embedded in the text. The results revealed religious
values such as trustworthiness, honesty, and gratitude. Additionally, values of filial piety toward parents were identified, including obedience,
a spirit of mutual aid, responsibility, and efforts to restore trust. These values hold strong relevance for integration into Indonesian language
instruction, particularly in children’s literary appreciation activities. Thus, this short story serves not only as language teaching material but
also.
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Nilai Keagamaan dan Bakti Anak: Cerpen Tukang Belanja Suruhan Ibu dan Relevansi
Pembelajaran Bahasa Indonesia

ABSTRAK

Artikel berjudul “Nilai Keagamaan dan Bakti kepada Orang Tua dalam Cerpen Tukang Belanja Suruhan Ibu dan Relevansinya terhadap
Pembelajaran Bahasa Indonesia” ini bertujuan untuk mendeskripsikan nilai-nilai keagamaan serta bakti kepada orang tua yang terkandung
dalam cerpen karya Silawati, sekaligus menganalisis relevansinya terhadap pembelajaran Bahasa Indonesia di sekolah dasar. Objek penelitian
yaitu berupa teks cerpen Tukang Belanja Suruhan Ibu. Populasi penelitian mencakup seluruh isi teks cerpen, dengan sampel berupa kutipan
dialog dan narasi yang mengandung nilai-nilai keagamaan dan bakti kepada orang tua. Instrumen penelitian adalah peneliti sendiri dengan
bantuan lembar pencatatan data. Teknik pengumpulan data dilakukan melalui pembacaan intensif dan pencatatan sistematis terhadap
bagian-bagian yang relevan. Analisis data menggunakan metode deskriptif kualitatif dengan pendekatan analisis isi (content analysis),
sehingga mampu mengungkap makna yang terkandung dalam teks secara mendalam. Hasil penelitian menunjukkan adanya nilai keagamaan
seperti amanah, kejujuran, dan rasa syukur. Selain itu, ditemukan pula nilai bakti kepada orang tua, meliputi ketaatan, sikap tolong-
menolong, tanggung jawab, serta upaya memulihkan kepercayaan. Nilai-nilai tersebut memiliki relevansi yang kuat untuk diintegrasikan
dalam pembelajaran Bahasa Indonesia, khususnya dalam kegiatan apresiasi sastra anak. Dengan demikian, cerpen ini tidak hanya berfungsi
sebagai bahan ajar bahasa, tetapi juga sebagai media efektif dalam pembentukan karakter peserta didik di sekolah dasar.

Kata kunci: nilai keagamaan, bakti anak, cerpen, pembelajaran Bahasa Indonesia
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INTRODUCTION

Literature is an effective medium for
conveying life values, including moral, social, and
religious values. In an educational context,
literature serves not only as entertainment but also
as a means of character building for students.
Literary works are the result of human creativity
expressed in written or spoken form. Literary
works are not merely entertainment but also
provide insight and values for their readers
(Elmustian & Jalil, 2015; Salwa et al., 2025; Juriati
& Razak, 2023). Thus, the use of literary works
in Indonesian language learning is crucial, not only
for improving language skills but also for shaping
students' character. However, in practice,
Indonesian language learning in schools still tends
to focus on the cognitive aspect, while exploring
the values contained in literary works has not been
optimally implemented. Short stories are a form
of literature that presents a simple story event and
conflict. Short stories are a type of literary work
described in written form as a short, clear, and
concise story or narrative. In fictional stories, the
values contained in short stories can attract
someone to read them (Sanjaya et al., 2021;
Elmustian & Setiawati, 2025). The short story
Tukang Belanja Suruhan Ibu by Silawati is a
literary work that contains religious values and
devotion to parents. These values are reflected in
the main character, who demonstrates
trustworthiness, honesty, responsibility, and
obedience to her parents. This story is relevant to
study because it raises simple, relatable issues yet
contains profound moral messages.

The research questions are as follows: (1)
What are the religious values contained in the short
storyTukang Belanja Suruhan Ibu? (2) What is the
value of devotion to parents contained in the short
story? (3) How are these values relevant to
Indonesian language learning?

The purpose of this study is to describe the
religious values in the short story Tukang Belanja
Suruhan Ibu, the value of devotion to parents, and
analyze the relevance of these values to Indonesian
language learning in schools. This research can

contribute to the development of teaching materials
that are oriented not only toward cognitive aspects
but also toward character development in students.

Religious values in Islamic education
encompass three main aspects: faith, worship, and
morals (El-Yunusi et al., 2024). Amanah
(trustworthiness) is an important value in Islamic
education, emphasizing trustworthiness,
responsibility, and maintaining the trust placed in
others (Buhori, 2018). Devotion to parents is a
form of noble morality strongly emphasized in
Islamic teachings (Sulaiman & Saepulloh, 2024).
This value encompasses respect, obedience, and
good behavior toward parents in all circumstances,
as stated in Surah Al-Isra'a, verses 23—24 of the
Quran.

Several previous studies discussing religious
literature include those by Nurjaya (2021) and Disi
& Hartati (2018). These studies tend to present
moral values normatively without in-depth
descriptions of the socio-religious context. No
research has been found specifically examining the
religious values and devotion to parents in
Silawati's short story Tukang Belanja Suruhan Ibu
and linking them to Indonesian language learning.
Therefore, this research has novelty, namely
integrating the analysis of religious values and
devotion to parents in literary works with their
relevance to Indonesian language learning.

METHOD

This study employed a qualitative approach
with a descriptive-analytical approach. Qualitative
research is descriptive in nature and tends to utilize
an inductive approach to analysis (Dellia et al.,
2025; Razak, 2017; Fraenkel et al., 2012).
Qualitative research, on the other hand, does not
utilize statistics but rather involves data collection,
analysis, and interpretation. The qualitative
approach was chosen because this study aims to
deeply understand and describe the values
contained in literary texts, particularly religious
values and devotion to parents in short stories. The
research focus is limited to analyzing the religious
values and devotion to parents contained in the
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short stories, as well as their relevance to
Indonesian language learning in schools. The data
in this study consist of words, phrases, sentences,
dialogue, and narratives in the short stories that
contain religious values and devotion to parents.
Furthermore, this study also utilized references in
the form of literary theory books and scientific
journals.

This research design utilizes library research
because the data used are derived from written texts
relevant to the focus of the study. The scope or
object of this research is the short story Tukang
Belanja Suruhan Ibu by Silawati. The research
material is a short story text as the object of
analysis, while the tools used are supporting
instruments such as data recording guidelines (data
cards) to group quotes according to value
categories. The data collection technique used is
the reading and note-taking technique. The steps
include: (1) reading the short story in its entirety
and repeatedly to gain a comprehensive
understanding; (2) identifying parts of the text that
contain religious values and devotion to parents;
(3) recording the data found along with its context;
and (4) grouping the data into predetermined
categories. The data analysis technique used is
content analysis. The analysis process is carried
out through several stages, namely: (1) data
reduction, by selecting data relevant to the research
focus; (2) data classification, by grouping data into
categories of religious values and devotion to
parents; (3) data interpretation, by interpreting the
meaning of these values in the context of the story;
and (4) drawing conclusions, by formulating the
overall research findings and relating them to
Indonesian language learning.

RESULT
1. Religious Values in the Short Story Tukang
Belanja Suruhan Ibu

In the short story Tukang Belanja Suruhan Ibu
religious values are clearly evident through the
behavior of the main character, who demonstrates
trustworthiness, honesty, and gratitude in carry-
ing out the tasks assigned by his mother. Religious

values in Islamic education encompass three main
aspects: faith, worship, and morals (El-Yunusi et
al., 2024). These three aspects are interrelated in
shaping individual character based on religious
teachings.

2. The Value of Devotion to Parents in the Short
Story Tukang Belanja Suruhan Ibu

Devotion to parents is a form of noble moral-
ity that is highly emphasized in Islamic teachings.
This value encompasses respect, obedience, and
good behavior toward parents in all circumstances,
as stated in Surah Al-Isra', verses 23-24 of the
Quran. Devotion to parents is also an important
indicator in the formation of a student's religious
character. In the short story, the character's atti-
tude of consciously helping his mother reflects the
application of these values in everyday life. This
behavior demonstrates that the value of devotion
is not only understood theoretically but also em-
bodied in concrete actions. Therefore, this short
story can be used as an effective learning medium
to instill the value of devotion to parents in chil-
dren through a simple and easy-to-understand nar-
rative.

3. Relevance to Indonesian Language Learning

The short story Tukang Belanja Suruhan Ibu
by Silawati contains religious values and devotion
to parents that are highly relevant for study in In-
donesian language learning. The religious values
in this short story are reflected in the trustworthi-
ness, honesty, and gratitude demonstrated by the
main character in carrying out tasks assigned by
her mother. Furthermore, the value of devotion to
parents is seen through obedience, responsibility,
mutual assistance, and the character's efforts to
restore her mother's trust after making a mistake.

DISCUSSION
Religious Values in the Short Story Tukang
Belanja Suruhan Ibu

Understanding the integration of language, lit-
erature, and religion will enable the creation of a
harmonious religious and social life that is diverse
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(Maula & Mukhlis, 2025). In the short story
Tukang Belanja Suruhan Ibu religious values are
clearly visible through the behavior of the main
character, who demonstrates trustworthiness, hon-
esty, and gratitude in carrying out the tasks given
by her mother. The character Margoletta is depicted
as a child who tries to maintain her mother's trust
when given money to shop for household needs.
However, she experiences an inner conflict when
tempted to use some of the money to buy snacks.
This conflict is an important part of the story be-
cause it shows the moral learning process experi-
enced by the character. In the end, Margoletta
chooses to be honest by admitting her mistakes to
her mother and showing remorse. An attitude of
gratitude is also seen when she accepts the situa-
tion with an open heart and feels content with what
she has. This shows that the short story not only
presents a simple story, but also contains religious
values that can be used as examples in everyday
life.

Religious values in Islamic education encom-
pass three main aspects: faith, worship, and mor-
als (El-Yunusi et al., 2024). These three aspects
are interrelated in shaping individual character
based on religious teachings. In the context of the
short story "The Shopper Asked by Mother" by
Silawati, the most dominant value displayed is
morals. This moral value is reflected in the trust-
worthiness demonstrated in maintaining trust, hon-
esty in admitting mistakes, and gratitude for one's
circumstances. These values are conveyed through
a simple storyline that is close to children's daily
lives. Thus, this short story can be an effective
medium for instilling religious values in readers.
Furthermore, the values conveyed are easy to un-
derstand and internalize because they are presented
through the experiences of the characters in the

story.

a. The Value of Trustworthiness

The value of trustworthiness in the short story
Tukang Belanja Suruhan Ibu is reflected in the
main character's efforts to maintain the trust placed
in her by her mother. Margoletta is given the re-

sponsibility to pay for the household's needs with
the money entrusted to her. During the process, he
was tempted to use the money for personal gain.
However, this experience served as a crucial les-
son for him in understanding the meaning of trust.
He realized that trust must be safeguarded respon-
sibly. This is reinforced by the quote, "Letta, I en-
trusted that money to you. That's called trust. If
trust isn't safeguarded, people can be disap-
pointed." This quote emphasizes that trust is a form
of trust that should not be misused. Thus, the value
of trust in this short story teaches the importance
of responsibility and trust in everyday life.

Trust is an important value in Islamic educa-
tion, emphasizing trustworthiness, responsibility,
and maintaining the trust placed in others (Buhori,
2018). The value of trust is closely related to faith
because it reflects a person's moral quality in eve-
ryday life. Someone who is able to safeguard trust
will demonstrate integrity and responsibility in
every action. In the story, the character's efforts to
restore his mother's trust reflect the practical ap-
plication of the value of trust. This demonstrates
that the value of trust is not merely theoretical but
can be realized in everyday behavior. Therefore,
this story can be used as a learning tool to instill
the value of trustworthiness in children through
concrete and easy-to-understand examples.

b. The Value of Honesty

The honesty demonstrated by the main char-
acter in the short story Tukang Belanja Suruhan
Ibu is one of the important values ??conveyed in
the story. Margoletta is depicted as having made a
mistake by using some of her shopping money for
snacks. This action could have been hidden, but
she chose to tell the truth to her mother. This deci-
sion demonstrates courage in admitting her mis-
take. Furthermore, this attitude also reflects respon-
sibility for her own actions. This is reinforced by
the quote, "Mom... forgive Letta. Letta bought a
little snack earlier." This quote demonstrates that
honesty is a priority, even in difficult circum-
stances. Thus, the value of honesty in this short
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story teaches the importance of telling the truth
and having the courage to face the consequences
of one's actions.

Honesty is an important value in education
that serves to shape the character of individuals
with integrity (Saeful, 2021). Honesty is related
to the attitude of telling the truth, not lying, and
not hiding the truth. This value needs to be instilled
from an early age so that individuals become ac-
customed to being open and responsible. In the
story, the character's action of admitting his mis-
take is a concrete example of the application of
the value of honesty. This attitude demonstrates
that honesty is not always easy, but must be
practiced. Therefore, this story can be used as a
learning tool to instill the value of honesty in chil-
dren through the character's experiences that are
close to everyday life.

c. The Value of Gratitude

The gratitude in the short story Tukang
Belanja Suruhan Ibu is depicted through the main
character's attitude of accepting her situation with
complete sincerity. Margoletta not only learns from
her mistakes but also realizes the importance of
appreciating what she has. She understands that
even though she cannot always fulfill her personal
desires, there are still many things to be grateful
for in her life. This attitude is evident when she
feels satisfied with the food provided by her mother
and no longer suppresses her desire to buy snacks.
This change in attitude demonstrates the charac-
ter's moral and emotional development. Therefore,
the value of gratitude in this short story is reflected
in the character's ability to accept her situation and
appreciate the blessings she has received.

Gratitude is a positive emotion that arises
when a person recognizes and appreciates the
goodness or blessings received in her life
(Listiyandini et al., 2016). Gratitude is not only
related to feelings but is also reflected in daily at-
titudes and behavior. Individuals who experience
gratitude tend to be more accepting of their cir-
cumstances and feel content with what they have.
In this short story, the character's ability to accept

her situation and remain happy demonstrates the
application of the value of gratitude. This is rein-
forced by the quote, "Margoletta felt happy to be
able to help her mother, who was weak after giv-
ing birth." This quote demonstrates that happiness
does not always come from personal pleasure, but
also from helping others. Therefore, the gratitude
in this story is reflected in the character's ability
to appreciate her role within the family. Therefore,
this story can be used as a learning tool to instill
the value of gratitude in children in a contextual
and easy-to-understand manner. The Value of De-
votion to Parents in the Short Story Tukang Belanja
Suruhan Ibu.

The devotion to parents in the short
storyTukang Belanja Suruhan Ibu is illustrated
through the main character's behavior, who sin-
cerely helps her mother with her daily needs.
Margoletta is depicted as an obedient child who
never complains when asked to shop. She under-
stands her mother's frail condition after giving
birth, which necessitates her assistance. This
awareness drives her to fulfill her role responsi-
bly. Furthermore, the character is also able to
prioritize her mother's interests over her own de-
sires, such as refraining from buying snacks. This
demonstrates that devotion to parents is not only
obedience, but also care and sacrifice. This atti-
tude is reinforced by the quote, "From then on,
Margoletta became Mother's shopping assistant
almost every day. She never complained because
she knew her mother still needed plenty of rest."
This quote illustrates the character's sincerity in
helping her parents. Thus, the value of devotion to
parents in this short story is reflected through the
concrete actions of the character in her daily life.

Devotion to parents is a form of noble moral-
ity that is highly emphasized in Islamic teachings
(Sulaiman & Saepulloh, 2024). This value encom-
passes respect, obedience, and good behavior to-
ward parents in all circumstances, as stated in
Surah Al-Israa, verses 23—24 of the Quran. Devo-
tion to parents is also an important indicator in the
development of a student's religious character. In
the short story, the character's conscious assistance
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to her mother reflects the application of this value
in everyday life. This behavior demonstrates that
the value of devotion is not only understood theo-
retically but also manifested in concrete actions.
Therefore, this short story can be used as an effec-
tive learning medium for instilling the value of
devotion to parents in children through simple and
easy-to-understand storytelling.

a. Obedience to Parents

Obedience to parents is a strong value in the
short story Tukang Belanja Suruhan Ibu. This is
evident in Margoletta's attitude, who always car-
ries out her mother's orders without question. She
helps her mother shop every day conscientiously,
especially knowing her mother's weak condition
after giving birth. The character's obedience is not
accompanied by complaints, but rather is carried
out sincerely and responsibly. This attitude dem-
onstrates that the character is able to prioritize her
obligations to her parents. This statement is rein-
forced by the quote, "From then on, Margoletta
became Mother's shopper almost every day. She
never complained because she knew her mother
still needed a lot of rest." This quote confirms that
the character's obedience is consistent and based
on a sense of caring.

In Islamic studies, obedience to parents holds
a crucial position. Devotion to parents is a com-
mandment affirmed in the Quran and is part of the
noble morals that every individual should possess
(Jukhairin, 2023). Obedience to parents includes
being obedient, respectful, and not arguing as long
as the order does not conflict with religious teach-
ings. This value also plays a role in fostering har-
monious relationships within the family. In the
short story, the character's behavior, who always
carries out his mother's orders, reflects the practi-
cal application of these values. This demonstrates
that obedience is not merely a concept but can be
realized in everyday actions. Therefore, this short
story can be used as an effective learning medium
to instill the value of obedience to parents from an
early age.

b. Responsibility

The value of responsibility in the short story
"Businessman for Mother's Order" is reflected
through the main character's willingness to help
her mother meet her daily needs. Margoletta
doesn't simply follow orders but also demonstrates
sincerity in completing the assigned task. She
strives to ensure that the money she brings is used
according to the specified needs. Despite making
mistakes, she doesn't shy away from her responsi-
bilities but instead strives to correct them and per-
form her tasks better. This attitude demonstrates
that responsibility doesn't just mean carrying out
tasks but also having the courage to face the con-
sequences of one's actions. Responsibility is an
important value that must be instilled from an early
age through habituation and parental guidance in
daily life (Usman, 2017). The value of responsi-
bility encompasses the awareness to carry out tasks
well and the readiness to accept the consequences
of one's actions. In the short story, the character's
actions in helping her mother and correcting mis-
takes reflect the practical application of the value
of responsibility. Therefore, this short story can
be used as an effective learning tool to instill the
value of responsibility in children through simple
and easy-to-understand behavioral examples.

c. Mutual Assistance in the Family

The family life in the short story "Tukang
Belanja Suruhan Ibu demonstrates a mutually sup-
portive relationship between children and parents.
Margoletta is portrayed as a child who is sensitive
to her mother's frail condition after giving birth.
She not only waits for orders but also shows ini-
tiative in helping with household chores. This
awareness stems from her care and affection for
her mother. She is even willing to put aside her
personal desires to carry out tasks she deems more
important. This demonstrates that mutual assist-
ance in the family can grow from self-awareness,
not coercion.

Furthermore, the mutual assistance is also
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evident in the characters' decisions about
prioritizing. Margoletta chooses to continue ful-
filling her responsibilities despite the temptation
to do other, more enjoyable things. This is rein-
forced by the quote, "I can't.  have to go shopping
for Mother," which demonstrates her commitment
to helping the family. This attitude reflects that
helping parents is not only an obligation but also a
form of sacrifice and responsibility. In this situa-
tion, the characters are able to demonstrate matu-
rity in their behavior. They understand that family
interests must take precedence over personal in-
terests. Thus, the value of helping each other in
this short story can be seen from the real actions
carried out by the characters in their daily lives.

Sharing and helping behaviors can develop
through parents' role models and instilling habits
from an early age (Khairunnisa & Fidesrinur,
2021). The family environment is the primary set-
ting for children to learn about caring and coop-
eration. Children who are accustomed to seeing
and engaging in mutual assistance will more eas-
ily internalize these values. This aligns with the
behavior of the characters in the short story, who
demonstrate caring for their mothers. The values
??70f mutual assistance presented are not merely
theoretical but also reflected in concrete actions.
Therefore, this short story can be used as an effec-
tive learning medium to instill a spirit of mutual
assistance within the family in children in a con-
textual and easily understood way.

In the short story "Businessman for Mother's
Order," restoring trust is one form of devotion to
parents demonstrated by the main character. After
making a mistake by using shopping money,
Margoletta does not dwell on guilt but strives to
improve her attitude through concrete actions. She
returns to carrying out her duties with greater care
and strives to maintain the trust that had previ-
ously wavered. This change does not occur in-
stantly, but rather through a process that demon-
strates a commitment to self-improvement. This
is evident in the quote, "Letta is now more trust-
worthy," which indicates that the character's ef-

forts are beginning to be recognized by her mother.
In this context, devotion to parents is not only in-
terpreted as obedience, but also as the ability to
correct mistakes and maintain good relationships.
Trust is closely linked to religious values, which
emphasize the importance of honesty and respon-
sibility in life (Go & Carm, 2017). Therefore, the
restoration of trust in this story demonstrates that
family relationships can be repaired through a sin-
cere and consistent attitude of good deeds.

Relevance to Indonesian Language Learning

Comprehensive contextual learning involves
a holistic approach that integrates academic knowl-
edge with practical, relevant, and meaningful ex-
periences for students, so that learning is not
merely the transfer of knowledge but the ongoing
construction of meaning (Nuranjani & Miladiyati,
2026). The short story Tukang Belanja Suruhan
Ibu by Silawati contains religious values and de-
votion to parents that are highly relevant to study
in Indonesian language learning. The religious
values in this short story are reflected in the trust-
worthiness, honesty, and gratitude demonstrated
by the main character in carrying out her mother's
duties. Furthermore, the value of devotion to par-
ents is demonstrated through obedience, responsi-
bility, mutual assistance, and the character's efforts
to restore his mother's trust after making a mis-
take. These values are presented through a simple
storyline, making it easy for readers, especially
students, to understand. Thus, this short story
serves not only as entertainment but also as an
educational tool instilling moral and religious val-
ues.

The relevance of this short story to Indone-
sian language learning can be seen in its ability to
support the development of language skills and
character building in students. The use of literary
works in Indonesian language learning in elemen-
tary schools can serve as a medium for reflection
for students to understand the meaning of life, dif-
ferences, and togetherness (Hatima, 2025). This
short story can be used as teaching material for
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reading comprehension activities, intrinsic element
analysis, and the extraction of values contained in
the text. Furthermore, students can be trained to
express opinions, discuss, and write based on the
experiences of the characters in the story. The re-
ligious values and devotion to parents contained
in this short story also align with the goals of char-
acter education in Indonesian language learning.
Therefore, using this short story in the learning
process can help students not only understand the
text but also internalize positive values ??in their
daily lives.
The short story Tukang Belanja Suruhan Ibu
not only contains religious values and devotion
to parents but also has strong relevance in Indone-
sian language learning, particularly in literature.
The values contained in short stories, such as trust-
worthiness, honesty, responsibility, and concern for
parents, can serve as reflection material for stu-
dents in understanding everyday life. Through
reading and analyzing short stories, students not
only learn to understand the text's content but also
identify the moral values contained within it. Lit-
erary works play a crucial role in learning because
they convey moral values relevant to students' lives
(Julianto & Umami, 2022; Razak et al., 2025). The
use of short stories in learning can also improve
students' critical thinking skills and literary appre-
ciation. Therefore, the short story Tukang Belanja
Suruhan Ibu can be used as an effective learning
medium to develop language skills while instill-
ing character values in students.

CONCLUSION

The short story Tukang Belanja Suruhan Ibu
by Silawati contains religious values including
trustworthiness, honesty, and gratitude, reflected
in the characters' behavior in carrying out their
trust. Furthermore, the short story also includes
the value of devotion to parents, manifested in
obedience, responsibility, mutual assistance, and
efforts to restore trust after mistakes. These val-
ues are not merely conceptual but are presented
contextually through a storyline that is close to

everyday life. Therefore, the religious values and
devotion to parents in this short story are relevant
for integration into Indonesian language learning,
particularly in literary appreciation lessons, as they
can support the development of language skills and
the formation of students' character.
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