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ABSTRACT

Anovel is not merely a work of fiction, it can also serve as an archive of history, both in documenting global events and recording personal
responses to occurrences that are rarely preserved in official records. This study departs from a series of excerpts from Maher Batuti’s Al
Futuuhat Al Barisiyyah which portrays Egyptian history after 1952, including humanitarian tragedies, political conflicts, and social dynamics
in the Middle East. Several key issues highlighted in the novel include civilian massacres caused by Israeli air raids, Egypt’s defeat in the
Six-Day War or the Naksa of 1967, the dilemmas of the Egyptian diaspora in France, as well as Gamal Abdel Nasser’s political repression
against the leftists and the Muslim Brotherhood. The objectives of this study are to reveal how fiction can function as an alternative
historical archive, to analyze the representation of Egyptian political history within a literary text, and to uncover the causes and impacts of
Egypt’s political decline as depicted in the novel. This research employs a qualitative descriptive method through literary text analysis
combined with historical inquiry. Data were collected through intensive reading of the novel, examination of historical articles, and archival
studies. The findings indicate that the novel presents Egyptian history from a more humanistic perspective, capturing experiences of
diaspora, political wounds, and the transition of leadership from Nasser to Sadat. Egypt, once depicted as a tolerant and beautiful nation, is
shown to have hardened under Nasser’s policies, culminating in the Naksa tragedy and conflicts with the Muslim Brotherhood. Thus the
novel constructs an alternative history that not only addresses political events but also records marginal voices often overlooked and
omitted in official historiography.
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Representasi Sejarah Mesir dalam Novel Al Futuuhat Al Barisiyyah Karya
Mabher Batuti: Kajian New Historicism

ABSTRAK

Novel bukan hanya karya fiksi biasa, tapi dapat difungsikan untuk menyimpan arsip sejarah, baik secara global maupun merekam respons
secara personal terhadap peristiwa yang jarang tercatat resmi. Penelitian ini berangkat dari serangkaian kutipan novel Al Futuuhat Al
Barisiyyah yang merekam sejarah Mesir pasca-1952, tragedi kemanusiaan, konflik politik, dan dinamika sosial di Timur Tengah. Beberapa
isu utama yang diangkat antara lain: pembataian sipil oleh serangan udara Israel, kekalahan Mesir dalam perang enam hari atau Naksa
1967, dilematis diaspora Mesir di Prancis, serta represi politik Gamal Abdul Nasser terhadap kaum kiri dan Ikhwanul Muslimin. Tujuan
penelitian ini adalah: (1) mengungkapkan bagaimana karya fiksi dapat difungsikan sebagai alternatif untuk arsip sejarah (2) menganalisis
representasi sejarah politik Mesir dalam teks sastra (3) mengungkap dampak dan penyebab kemerosotan Pemerintahan Mesir yang
digambarkan dalam novel. Penelitian ini menggunakan metode kualitatif deskriptif dengan pendekatan analisis teks sastra yang dipadukan
dengan kajian historis. Data dikumpulkan melalui pembacaan intensif novel, telaah artikel sejarah, serta studi arsip. Hasil penelitian ini
menunjukkan bahwa novel menghadirkan sejarah Mesir dari sisi yang lebih manusiawi, pengalaman diaspora, luka politik, hingga pergantian
kepemimpinan dari Nasser ke Sadat. Mesir digambarkan dulu sebagai negeri indah dan toleran, namun berubah keras di bawah kebijakan
Nasser. Hingga tragedi Naksa dan konflik dengan Ikhwanul Muslimin. Dengan begitu, novel ini menyusun sejarah alternatif yang tidak
hanya soal politik, tetapi juga merekam suara-suara kecil yang sering terabaikan dan tidak tercatat dalam sejarah resmi.

Kata kunci: represenntasi, sejarah Mesir, Al Futuuhat Al Barisiyyah, Mesir, New Historicsm, Mesir.
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INTRODUCTION

Egypt is one of the Middle Eastern and
North African countries with a highly complex
political trajectory. In 1798, Egypt was trapped
in a dire situation due to ineffective
governmental policies in the social, cultural,
and educational sectors. This condition made
Egypt an easy target for the French expedition
during its territorial and commercial rivalry
with  Britain.  (Shidigiyah, 2022). After
approximately three years of occupation and
control over Egypt, France was eventually
forced to surrender to Britain in 1801. France
and Britain then concluded an agreement
known as the Alexandria Treaty, which
stipulated that the French forces in Egypt had to
return to France, and Egypt was restored to the
rule of the Ottoman Empire (Peters, 2009).
This initial contact with the European
world marked the starting point of Arab
awareness regarding external powers and
their accompanying ideological influences. At
that time, Egypt was politically and
economically subordinated to Britain. The
reality of colonial domination became
increasingly evident with the outbreak of the
First World War (Milner, 1907). This
situation gave rise to new political
consciousness among the people. The
Egyptian Revolution began when Egyptian
communist activists realized that the country
had to be liberated from British
domination, which culminated in the years
1949-1951. In 1952, Egypt officially gained its
independence from Britain. However, part of
the British forces, under royal command,
continued to occupy Egypt and remained
involved in state affairs. This condition paved
the way for Gamal Abdel Nasser to assume
leadership of Egypt in 1952. Nasser’s path to
the presidency began when King Farouk
abdicated, creating a governmental vacuum.
This situation pushed Gamal Abdel Nasser

toward the presidency and eventually
transformed Egypt into a republic (Nurudin,
2015) in (Ali, 2022).

The development of democratization in
Egypt during Nasser’s leadership often gave rise
to policy conflicts. Nasser restricted the
advancement of the fundamental components
of democracy. His administration adopted a
socialist political system that leaned toward
leftist ideology and abolished political
pluralism, which had  previously
flourished during the monarchical era
(Maulana et al., 2025). In 1970, leadership
was transferred to Anwar Sadat. During his
administration, Sadat shifted Egypt’s political
orientation from the Socialist bloc toward the
West. This policy was implemented in order to
stabilize the economy after the Nasser era,
during which 40 percent of Egypt’s national
budget had been allocated to cover war
expenses (Surya, 2022). Sadat introduced a
series of adjustments. Through Law No. 43 of
1974, Egypt launched the “Infitah” or open-
door policy, which gradually shifted the
economy from a socialist system toward a
capitalist framework (Aulas, 1982).

The next era, under Hosni Mubarak
(1981- 2011), extended the pattern of
authoritarian rule. Egypt was politically
stable, yet this stability was sustained through
repression, corruption, and restrictions on
civil liberties. Eventually, on January 25,
2011, the Egyptian people began to stage
protests, an action inspired by the Tunisian
uprising (Ahmad, 2020) in (Jalal, 2024). A
mass demonstration was scheduled for
Friday, January 28, 2011. The objective of
this action was to test the authority and
power of the government. The authorities
instructed individuals to barricade downtown
areas, squares, bridges, and other gathering
places. They also cut off access to the
internet, social media platforms, and mobile
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phone services. Many of these governmental
efforts were unsuccessful. Large crowds
broke through the restrictions in Cairo and
gathered in Tahrir Square, located in front of
the Presidential Palace and the state
television headquarters.

This political trajectory later became a
source of inspiration for many Arab writers
of the time, giving rise to modern Arabic
literary works, one of which is Maher al-
Batuti’s novel Al-Futuhat al- Barisiyyah.
The novel portrays the lives of Egyptian
students in Paris after the revolution, during a
period when Egypt was marked by political
tension. The story begins with a young
Egyptian named Muhib, a history graduate
from Cairo University who continued his
doctoral studies in Islamic history in Paris in
1969. In Paris, Muhib was not only occupied
with academic pursuits, but also became
entangled with an illness referred to as
Baharan, in which he lived across two
temporal dimensions: the modern Paris he
experienced in daily life and the Paris of the
past that emerged through fragments of
history. Among these experiences, Muhib
seemingly witnessed firsthand the execution
of the French king by guillotine in 1793 at
Concorde Square. In this way, Muhib
appeared to traverse historical spaces
directly.

Through its characters, the novel also
illustrates the tension between Egyptian
traditions and European modernity. Muhib’s
life in Paris opened a new space of encounter
with the Western world, ranging from
academic life and student interactions to his
romantic relationship with a French woman
named Chantal. Beyond presenting European
history, the novel also reflects the socio-
political realities of Egypt after its defeat in
the June 1967 War, which continued to haunt
the younger generation. The lives of Egyptian

students in Paris are depicted as filled with
disillusionment.  The repressive political
situation in their homeland stood in stark
contrast to the freer atmosphere of Europe,
leading the characters to continually compare,
question, and even doubt the direction of
Egypt’s future.

Through this novel, the author seeks to
reinterpret the political conditions of Egypt
during the presidency of Gamal Abdel Nasser
and the transition to Anwar Sadat by
employing the perspective of New Historicism.
New Historicism refers to the renewed interest
that emerged in the 1980s among a number of
North American critics in examining the
historical and social contexts of literary works.
This approach carries a political dimension
while simultaneously highlighting the close
interrelation between literature, culture, and
history (Wolfreys, 2002) in (Li & Lewis,
2021) with the awareness that the study
conducted is not entirely objective, since our
interest in the past is shaped by our
involvement in the situations of the present (Li
& Lewis, 2021). Artika explains that New
Historicism aims to understand intellectual
history through literature and to understand
literature through its cultural context. In her
research, Artika agrees with Teeuw’s view that
the boundary between fiction and fact is
becoming increasingly blurred, thus she
emphasizes the importance of applying New
Historicism theory in the teaching of literature
(Sentana et al., 2023). Stephen Greenblatt
introduced this approach in 1982 to provide a
new perspective in the study of the
Renaissance. Greenblatt juxtaposed literary
texts with non-literary texts in order to
generate new understandings without making
absolute claims about history (Maza,
2004). New Historicism tends to view literary
texts not as autonomous objects but as
material products that emerge from specific
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social, cultural, and political contexts (Er,
2005). In the view of New Historicism,
evaluating a literary work is not sufficient by
reading the text alone. What is most important
is to consider the historical background in
which the work emerged. From this perspective,
it becomes possible to see how the social,
political, and cultural conditions of the time
influenced the content of the work, while at
the same time how the work itself contributed
to shaping the way humans understand their
own identity (Dale, 2021). According to
(Greenblatt, 2000), New Historicism is an
approach to examining past events by
positioning both historical and non-historical
documents, including literary works, as sources
of equal importance, whether written or non-
written (Alkhaerat et al., 2024).

New Historicism is chosen as the
analytical framework for the novel Al-Futuhat
al-Barisiyyah, since it is a paradigm capable
of uncovering the close interconnection
between literature, history, and culture as
integral parts of socio-political processes.
The novel contains a number of events that
illustrate Egypt’s political dynamics during the
presidency of Gamal Abdel Nasser and the
transition to Anwar Sadat. This makes New
Historicism highly relevant to the study.
As (Brannigan, 1999) states, New
Historicism is an approach that connects a
text with its context within the broader scope
of politics, as well as its relation to literary
interpretation. Therefore, there are clear
indications of a strong link between the text
in Al-Futuhat al-Barisiyyah and politics
(Muttagin, 2021) In this study, the theory of
New Historicism is appropriately applied.

In the course of the research, the
researcher identified several relevant studies.
First, the study by (Adhitya et al., 2021)
entitled The Representation of History and the
Impact of World War II in Fumiyo Kouno's

Comic Kono Sekai no Katasumi ni, employed
Stephen Greenblatt’s New Historicism theory
to examine the comic by Fumiyo Kouno. The
study aimed to understand the representation of
World War 1l and its impact on Japanese
society, particularly in Kure, through historical
facts as well as the shift in public mindset from
a spirit of war to a preference for peace.
Second, the study by (Sentana et al., 2023)
entitled The Image of Java and Its People in
Emilie’s Eyes Under the Perspective of New
Historicism, employed the theory of New
Historicism with the novel Emilie Java 1904
by Catherine Van Moppes as its object of
analysis. This study aimed to uncover the
historiography of Java in 1904 during the
Dutch colonial period through the perspective
of a French character, highlighting the
depiction of Javanese society, socio-cultural
conditions, and the practices of colonialism
portrayed in the nowvel. Third, the study by
(Nurhasanah et al., 2021) entitled
Independence in Ahmad Syaugqi’s Poetry “Ya
Ayyuha As-Sail Ma Al-Huriyyah”, applied the
theory of New Historicism to examine Ahmad
Syaugqi’s poetry. Its aim was to reveal the
concept of independence during Egypt’s
colonial period, which was understood as
something sacred, a source of national strength,
and a form of sacrifice. From the three studies
mentioned above, the researcher identified
both similarities and differences with the
present study. The similarities lie in the
application of Stephen Greenblatt’s New
Historicism theory, the use of a
qualitative descriptive approach, and the
novel in the first study. The differences,
however, are found in the objects and areas
of focus. The first study examined the
comic Kono Sekai no Katasumi ni by Fumiyo
Kouno, the second explored the novel Emilie
Java 1904 by Catherine VVan Moppes, and the
third analyzed the poem Ya Ayyuha As-Sail Ma
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Al-Huriyyah by Ahmad Syauqi.

Based on these similarities and
differences, the position of this study is to
represent Egyptian history in the novel Al-
Futuhat al-Barisiyyah by Maher Batuti using
the New Historicism approach to reveal the
causes and consequences of the decline of the
Egyptian government as depicted in the novel,
as well as to compare officially recorded
historical texts with historical narratives
preserved in literary works. The focus of this
research lies on the representations of
Egyptian history in the novel Al-Futuhat al-
Barisiyyah.

METHOD

This research employs a descriptive
qualitative approach using the library
research method. The object of the study is
the novel Al- Futuuhat Al-Barisiyyah by
Maher Batuti, which was first published in
2017, later revised in 2024, and issued by
Hindawi Book. The research data consist of
excerpts from the novel that document the
history of Egypt in the post-1952 period.

The research process was carried out

through several main stages:

1) Repeated reading of the text to
understand its content, structure,
and  historical representations
presented in the novel.

2) Classification of excerpts relevant to
the themes of social, political, and
cultural history.

3) Comparison with non-literary
sources, such as historical articles,
history books, archives, and news
reports, to examine the relevance
between the novel’s narrative and
official historical records.

4) Analysis from the perspective of New
Historicism, aimed at interpreting
therelationship between the literary

text and the historical discourse and
ideology of its time.

5) Drawing conclusions by reviewing the
findings, followed by discussions with
peers and experts (lecturers) to validate
the data.

This study is non-experimental in nature,
with an emphasis on gaining an in-depth
understanding of literary phenomena through
written  sources. Data collection was
conducted through national libraries, digital
repositories, and academic journals relevant
to modern Egyptian history. The primary
source of this research is the novel Al-
Futuuhat Al-Barisiyyah by Maher Batuti,
supported by secondary data in the form of
historical articles, history books, archives, and
news reports related to post-1952 Revolution
events.

The study does not employ tests or
questionnaires, but rather relies on
documentation techniques and systematic
recording of literary texts and historical
sources. To facilitate reference retrieval and
organization, document processing software
and reference management applications such
as Zotero/Mendeley were used.

The data were analyzed using three main
techniques:

1) Structural analysis, which examined
the plot, characters, language style,
and historical narrative within the
novel.

2) Thematic analysis, aimed at exploring
the political, social, and cultural
values embedded in the text.

3) Contextual analysis, which situated the
novel within the socio-political
framework  of  modern  Egypt,
particularly the period after 1952 up to
the power transition from Nasser to
Sadat.

Since this research is qualitative in nature,
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neither descriptive nor inferential statistical
analysis was applied. Interpretation was carried
out narratively, drawing upon literary theory,
aesthetic approaches, and cultural contextual
references.

RESULT

1. Fiction Can Function as an Alternative
Historical Archive
Data 1: Al-Futuhat al-Barisiyyah, p 79
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The news on television told of a new

massacre in a small Egyptian town, Israeli planes

had struck civilian areas and killed children and

innocent people, Shantal who rarely paid much

attention to the news listened carefully this time
then turned to Mohib

“When will these Killers ever stop”

“I hope this does not weigh too heavily on
you Mohib”

“How could it not” Mohib replied, “this

is war and all its lies and treachery”
“I have never been someone who cares much
about politics, my life has always been about
study and art, but things like this cut into my
soul leaving grief and anger”

“I try to stay away from politics too, but
what is happening now is a moral tragedy, you
cannot just turn away from it, look there is
talk of a peaceful demonstration by Arabs as
protest, will you join”

“No, it is useless, we have shouted and
condemned enough”

“You are right, but you should do more
than just speak, how could the Arabs become
this weak, | even told my father about the
manuscript you are studying, strange is it not
that no figure like Salahuddin has risen
again”

“We once thought such a figure had
come, until that hope collapsed in a matter of
days, | knew even then there were terrible
things  whispered among those who
understood, all of that led to the defeat and the
ruin”

“I still remember during the June War
when | was here, the French of Algerian
descent cheered and mocked the Arabs, they
even shouted support for Israel just like before
when they cried Algeria belongs to France”

“That is because Egypt was then the
fiercest supporter of Algeria’s independence”

“Yes, we will see what comes after this,
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there should be a rising after such a disaster,
but let us forget for a moment all this horror”

Data 2: Al-Futuhat al-Barisiyyah, p 36
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Since high school, | had been drawn to
books on socialism and communism. In secret,
I joined one of those parties, back in the days
of the monarchy. | was hunted down along
with my fellow party members. When the
Revolution of 1952 erupted, we allowed
ourselves to hope that true political freedom
would finally arrive. By chance, | had just
graduated with honors and been appointed as
a teaching assistant. | kept attending party
meetings and discussions. Yet the March 1954
coup a coup against democracy itself brought
disaster upon us. | was dismissed from my job,
tasted the bitterness of prison cells, and was
cast out onto the streets without an income. |
survived by giving private lessons and
translating documents. At that time, | thought
my academic career had come to an end.

Data 3: Al-FutuZat al-Barisiyyah, p 48
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Rustom nodded quickly, growing more
excited That’s exactly what [ wanted to say
brother Countries like France have plundered
our land taken our wealth our artifacts and now
they drive us away forbid us to work when we
desperately need to live That’s why I feel we
must we must start reclaiming our rights.

Adel raised his eyebrows. What do you
mean?.

For example those artifacts Why not
return them to our country Aren’z they rightfully
ours.

Yes | know There are many negotiations
between Egypt and other countries Even now
UNESCO and the UN are drafting an
international agreement to return stolen
artifacts to their countries of.

Data 4: Al-Futukat al-Barisiyyah, p 99-100
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“Inna lillahi wa inna ilayhi raji’'un...
just now the embassy announced that President
Gamal Abdel Nasser has passed away."

Many guests immediately headed to

Sulis Jumardan & Moh Zawawi, September 2025, 1159-1176

representatiton, Egyptian History, Al Futuuhat Al Barisiyya, new historican study 1165



— https://pembahas.dialeks.id/index.php/jp

I"}S | p-ISSN : 2809-5367
K/ e-ISSN : 2809-6355

Jurnal Pembelajaran Bahasa dan Sastra
Volume 4, Nomor 5, September 2025
DOI: https://doi.org/10.55909/jpbs.v4i5.893

the Egyptian embassy to offer condolences and
deep sympathy. Rami stayed in the lobby,
carrying out his duties as embassy staff. Sameh
did not join them, nor did the bearded
students. Mohib overheard one of them
whispering to a friend with hidden joy that
they would celebrate this great event with their
group. Mohib disliked that attitude; death still
deserved respect, no matter the circumstances.
Although he understood how Nasser had
oppressed the Ikhwan and Islamist groups
since 1954, he remained convinced it was
improper to cheer at someone’s death.

data 5: Al-Futujat al-Barisiyyah, p 107
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Why can’t my Egypt be like France, when
once, in the 1920s and 1930s, they had seemed
so alike? | am grateful to have lived through
the beauty of the 1940s and 1950s, when Egypt
was still graceful, clean, and its people full of
kindness and tolerance. Ah, but alas...
everything has changed now. The new system
drifts without clear direction; whether Sadat
will follow in Nasser’s footsteps or carve
another path that grants a glimpse of
democracy and security for his people, no one
can say. My hope is that the collapse of
Nasser’s rule and the narrow circle once
called the center of power will bring a breath
of fresh air. Yet the rumors that spread only
breed unease: a report is being drafted about
several students accused of straying from the

regime. They say such a report could be used
to revoke their scholarships. Who its author
might be, no one knows. But | am certain it is
not the cultural adviser, nor could it ever be
Rami who would involve himself in such a
matter.

1. The Political History of Egypt in the

Novel

The following excerpts highlight how the
novel Al-Futukat al-Barisiyyah represents
Egypt’s political history through the
experiences of its characters abroad. Major
events such as the Naksa of 1967 and the Bahr
al-Bagar school massacre are not merely
presented as factual records but also as
emotional experiences lived by Egyptian
students and diplomats in France. In this way,
the novel revives historical memory while also
underscoring the complexity of Egyptian
politics amid the global dynamics of that
period.

Data 6: Al-Futukat al-Barisiyyah, p 99-100
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“Welcome, Rami I'm doing fine How
about you at the embassy”

“Things are bad,” sighed Rami “People
here even cheered when we lost after Naksa
They see it as revenge for Egypt’s support to
Algeria during the war of independence against
France”

“We feel the same,” replied Sameh “Even
among fellow students and some professors”

“Yes,” continued Rami “Here in France
we are in an unenviable position... all because
of the recklessness that led us to that crushing
defeat”

“Wait a moment Mr Sameh you mean
Naksa”

“Naksa what You probably just follow the
official line using the term coined by some lone
Jjournalist”

“What do you think, Mohib”

“It’s a tragedy in every sense My heart
is with the people in the Suez Canal cities forced
to leave their homes and become refugees in
their own land And of course it’s the result of
Israel’s aggression that made no distinction
between civilians and military”

“Now that’s talking”

“Talking what Rami Bey If we weren’t
ready for war why provoke with weapons And
why wouldn’t the leaders listen to the prime
minister’s advice”

Data 7: Al-Futukat al-Barisiyyah, p 28
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After several local reports, French
television turned its gaze toward the public
outcry over Israel’s assault on the Bahr al-
Bagar School in Egypt, which claimed the lives
of countless innocent children. The brutal
strike left a deep scar upon the hearts of
Egyptians in exile. They had already prepared
a peaceful demonstration at the Place de la
République, though the Paris police refused to
grant them space along one side of the
Champs-Elysées. Public sentiment in France
leaned largely toward sympathy for Egypt, yet
the nation itself remained constrained by the
heavy hand of Zionist influence, which held
sway over vital spheres such as the economy,
the press, and the arts. Camille, for her part,
intended to join the demonstration the
following day.

2. The Causes and Consequences of the
Decline of the Egyptian Government as
Depicted in the Novel

The excerpts in the following data
illustrate how the novel Al-Futuhat al-
Barisiyyah reveals both the causes and
consequences of the decline of the Egyptian
government, particularly after its defeat in the
1967 War (Naksa). Through the dialogues of
its characters, the novel conveys criticism of
political and military decisions deemed
reckless, as well as the failure of leaders to
heed advice. This defeat not only affected the
military and political spheres but also triggered
a large wave of Egyptian emigration to
Western countries, especially the United
States, in search of better opportunities for life
and education. In this way, the novel
documents how the failure of the state directly
shaped the trajectory of its people’s lives, both
within the country and across the diaspora.

Data 8: Al-Futu/at al-Barisiyyah, p 100
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“Talking what Rami Bey If we weren’t
ready for war why provoke with weapons And
why wouldn’t the leaders listen to the prime
minister’s advice”

Data 9: Al-Futuhat al-Barisiyyah, p 22
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The number of Egyptians in France
and other Western countries grew after the
defeat of 1967, when many sought refuge in
foreign lands, especially America, in pursuit of
a better life, deeper knowledge, and the
dreams that had slipped beyond their grasp in
their own homeland.

After presenting the research findings
according to the objectives of the study, the
researcher will also provide a discussion of the
data based on these objectives in order to
facilitate readability, and of course discuss the
data within the framework of New Historicism
as proposed by Stephen Greenblatt, namely
how readers view each text as an alternative
historical narrative (Li & Lewis, 2021).
Greenblatt argues that literary texts cannot be
understood apart from the social, political, and
cultural contexts in which they emerge, and at
the same time, literary texts also influence and
shape those contexts. Thus, New Historicism
seeks to explore the reciprocal relationship
between text and context. Therefore, the
researcher presents the discussion through the
lens of New Historicism.

DISCUSSION
1. Fiction Can Function as an Alternative
Historical Archive
The excerpt from the novel on page 79
illustrates how foreign television covered the

tragedy of the Bahr al-Bagar School massacre
in 1970; it also touches upon the bitter
experience of the diaspora witnessing
French-Algerian communities cheering in
support of Israel during the Six-Day War of
1967; this occurred despite Egypt having been
the  foremost defender of  Algerian
independence.

If we examine the period of the Algerian
Revolution that arose against French
colonialism, which began on 1 November
1954; it becomes evident that this
revolution emerged from extremely
difficult conditions; at that time Algeria was
engulfed in major events caused by French
colonization; France exerted great efforts to
erase all identities that characterized this Arab
land; they sought to suppress every scholarly
movement or thought that opposed their
authority and the oppression they imposed
upon the powerless Algerian people ( & 25>
2017 ,osilne) It can be said that Egypt
rendered great services to the Algerian people,
as acknowledged by Algerian leaders
themselves; such contributions were evident in
various fields, whether political, military, or
cultural; this was reflected in the substantial
aid Egypt provided from the very beginning of
the independence revolution; while other Arab
countries also offered support in varying
degrees, Egypt occupied the foremost position
as the nation that aided the Algerian
Revolution during its most difficult times ( ¢
YAAY 4L) in (2017 ,osllue & s252). Then in
1955, at the Asian-African Conference in
Bandung, Indonesia, Egypt played a leading
role in the conference, specifically supporting
the struggle for Algerian independence
(Schmidt, 2013).

This excerpt touches upon the peaceful
demonstrations by Arabs in protest against
Israel’s actions; the author of Al-Futuhat al-
Barisiyyah portrays the emotional wound of
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the character Muhib, who initially cared little
for politics but ultimately could not escape the
grief and anger left by the event; even
Shantal, as a French citizen, considers the
tragedy not merely a political issue but a
moral matter, a question of humanity that
cannot be ignored; the Bahr Al-Bagar School
massacre was not only a humanitarian tragedy
but also a symbol of systemic injustice and
the international community’s  passive
response to war crimes; this attack occurred at
the height of the Friction War, when Egypt
sought to reclaim the Sinai Peninsula, and
was intended by Israel as a harsh message to
Egypt; however, the attack instead sparked
stronger national solidarity with the Egyptian
army; Al-Futuat al-Barisiyyah shows how this
tragedy shaped political perceptions abroad,
especially in Paris, where sympathy for
Egypt was overshadowed by the influence of
Zionist groups in the economy, media, and
arts; moreover, the dialogue between the two
characters unveils criticism toward the
weakness of the Arab world, seen as only able
to condemn without real action, thus raising
the question of why no figure like Salahuddin
has emerged again.

In the excerpt from Al-Futuat al-
Barisiyyah on page 36, the main character
Mubhib is portrayed as experiencing a mixture
of deep disappointment and sorrow; since
high school, he had been drawn to the ideas
of socialism and communism, even secretly
joining a party he believed in, so that when the
Revolution of 1952 broke out, he nurtured great
hopes for the arrival of political freedom;
however, the coup of March 1954 shattered
those hopes; losing his position as a teaching
assistant, enduring the bitterness of prison
life, and being cast onto the streets without
income plunged him into period of intense
pressure and uncertainty; nonetheless, he
struggled to survive by giving private

lessons and translating documents,
demonstrating strong resolve even as his
brilliant academic career seemed to vanish.

In July 1952, a coup was carried out by
the Free Officers. This coup successfully
ended the monarchy in Egypt and replaced it
with a military- led republic under a
presidential system. At that time, the
communist movement was still fragmented
and striving to strengthen its ideology and
organization. In addition to larger groups, there
were also smaller factions and individuals
operating independently underground. Initially,
the Free Officers gained support from various
political organizations, including HADITU and
the Muslim Brotherhood. However, beginning in
1954, the new regime under Gamal Abdel
Nasser severed ties with all existing political
forces, dissolved the parties, and subsequently
established its own organization, the
Liberation Rally (1953-1957) (Abdel-Malek,
1967).

On January 18, 1953, the Revolutionary
Command Council (RCC) dissolved all
political ~ parties except the  Muslim
Brotherhood, this move had been preceded by
a law on December 9, 1952 that revoked the
right to strike, the policy came after a major
strike in Kafr al-Dawwar in August 1952
which was violently suppressed by the Free
Officers, by suppressing independent political
elements especially communist organizers in
the trade unions, the new government sought
to ease economic and political relations with
the United States, all party assets including
offices and printing presses were then
confiscated (al-Din, 1995) and the leaders of
the political parties were arrested and placed
under house arrest while awaiting trial (Abdel-
Malek & Markmann, 1968). In 1953, the
military  established a  provisional
revolutionary court to prosecute political
dissidents. On January 18 alone, security
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forces arrested 101 political leaders, including
48 communists, most of whom were members
of the Democratic Movement for National
Liberation (DMNL), also known as al-
Haraka al- Dimugratiyya lil-Tahrir al-
Watani (HADITU) (Beinin, 1990).

From this excerpt, we can observe
another dimension of history presented by the
author of Al- Futiat al-Barisiyyah. In
Egypt’s official historiography, the 1952
Revolution is glorified as the nation’s
awakening. However, the novel offers a
different perspective namely, that of the leftist
groups who regarded the revolution as a
betrayal of democracy. The author of Al-
Futiat al-Barisiyyah foregrounds the personal
experiences of the main character, thereby
rendering the text not merely as fiction but as a
form of cultural archive that documents how
Egyptian society experienced the repressive
nature of the regime.

The excerpt from page 36 of the novel,
portrays the character Rustom venting his anger
over the perception that Western countries,
particularly France, have long plundered
Egypt’s wealth and cultural artifacts.
Furthermore, these countries restricted the
livelihood  opportunities of  Egyptian
immigrants who sought to survive there. Over
the course of several decades, beginning in the
nineteenth century, numerous elements of
Egypt’s cultural heritage were transported
abroad. These objects largely became
masterpieces in the collections of European
museums (Susantio, 2010). The author of Al-
Futiat al-Barisiyyah also presents two
contrasting responses among the characters
regarding this issue. Rustom tends to react
emotionally, insisting on the need for justice,
whereas Adel adopts a more rational stance,
reminding that the restitution of the looted
artifacts was already being discussed in official
forums such as UNESCO and the United

Nations.

In fact, a considerable number of
Egyptian artifacts were looted by France. The
following record illustrates some of the artifacts
that were successfully repatriated from France to
Egypt. In July 2014, France located and returned
a decorated sarcophagus lid that had previously
been stolen from the Saggara Museum in 2011.
A few months later, in November 2014, the
French government handed over 239 artifacts
from the ancient Egyptian, Roman, Byzantine,
and Islamic periods, including Ushabti funerary
figurines. This cooperation continued in 2016,
when 44 additional artifacts were repatriated,
among them a plaque depicting the goddess
Sekhmet from Saqgara. Most recently, in 2017,
Egypt received another 45 ancient artifacts
from France, consisting of a plaque
portraying Sekhmet, estimated to be around
2,400 years old, along with 44 items from the
Coptic era that had been seized earlier at
Charles de Gaulle Airport (Conor, 2017).

The excerpts from pages 99, 100, and 107
depict the events surrounding the death of
Gamal Abdul Nasser and the transition of power
to Anwar Sadat as president; on September 29,
1970. President Gamal Abdel Nasser was
reported to have passed away on September
29, 1970, at the age of 52 due to a heart attack.
Radio Cairo announced in a broadcast that he
had experienced the first symptoms upon
returning from a ceremony marking the
conclusion of the Arab Summit talks. He died
three hours later (Staff, 2014). ice President
Anwar Sadat delivered a speech to the nation
announcing Nasser’s death. Following the
announcement, Egyptian television and radio
began broadcasting recitations of verses from
the Qur’an (Scott, 2020). However, amid the
grief, the news was received as a moment of
joy by the Muslim Brotherhood.

The relationship between the Muslim
Brotherhood and Gamal Abdel Nasser can be
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described as deeply antagonistic. It all began
when the Brotherhood’s founder, Sheikh
Hassan al- Banna, along with his ideological
ally Sayyid Qutb, were executed by agents of the
ruling regime. From that point onward, tensions
between the Muslim Brotherhood and Nasser
escalated sharply. In January 1954, at
precisely a quarter to one in the morning, the
Revolutionary Command Council decisively
issued a formal decree ordering the immediate
dissolution of the Muslim Brotherhood (Lestari
et al., 2025). In 1956, Mahmoud Abdel Latif, a
member of the Muslim Brotherhood, was
reported to have attempted to assassinate
Nasser two vyears earlier while he was
delivering a speech in Alexandria to celebrate
the withdrawal of British troops. Upon returning
to Cairo, Nasser responded harshly by
ordering the arrest of thousands of people,
most of them from the Muslim
Brotherhood, and by dismissing dozens of
officers loyal to Naguib (Kandil, 2018). Until
Nasser’s death, there was no freedom for the
Muslim Brotherhood, so it is not surprising that
at the time of his passing, the Muslim
Brotherhood instead celebrated it. After
Nasser’s death, leadership shifted to his
deputy, Anwar Sadat (Beatti, 2000). The
excerpts on pages 99, 100, and 107 are
particularly compelling when viewed through the
lens of New Historicism, as they open the
possibility of seeing history from perspectives
often neglected in official records; the news of
President Gamal Abdul Nasser’s death
provoked not only sorrow but a spectrum of
emotional and political responses among the
Egyptian diaspora; some felt a profound sense of
loss, while others, such as certain members of
the Muslim Brotherhood, greeted it with quiet
joy, recalling the long history of conflict with
Nasser’s regime; moreover, the dialogue
excerpts contain personal reflections linking
Egypt’s political changes to comparisons with past

politics; critiques of Nasser’s policies and hopes
for Anwar Sadat’s leadership reveal doubt and
debate over the nation’s political direction; from
the New Historicism standpoint, these excerpts
function as a counter-narrative, offering
readers a space to question the official
historical narrative and affirming that
collective memory is shaped not only by
formal facts but also by stories, experiences, and
interpretations that frequently escape the pages of
conventional history.

2. The Political History of Egypt in the

Novel

The novel excerpt on pages 99-100
reveals the impact of Egypt’s defeat in the
Six-Day War (Naksa 1967) among the
Egyptian diaspora, particularly in France;
several key points emerge from this passage;
first, the emotional response of the French
public to the Naksa, with some expressing
satisfaction at Egypt’s loss because Egypt
had previously been a major supporter of the
Algerian revolution; thus, Egypt’s defeat was
perceived as political karma; at the war’s
outset, French media largely sided with Israel,
portraying its army as victorious over Arab
attacks; this shiftedpublic opinion in favour of
Israel, evident in large demonstrations, pro-
Israel concerts, and petitions signed by
prominent politicians and artists; even Sartre
and Beauvoir mobilized support, while the
Communist Party was cornered for holding
positions contrary to the majority public
view; conversely, President Charles de
Gaulle refused to support Israel and
warned that Israel’s occupation would only
produce oppression; this stance was
surprising given France’s earlier close
alliance with Israel; criticism soon arose,
with some accusing de Gaulle of ignoring
France’s guilt over Vichy’s involvement in
the Holocaust, while others, especially those
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nostalgic for colonial Algeria, felt deprived
of the chance to exact revenge on the Arab
nations (Vidal, 2007). Secondly, there was a
conflict within the Egyptian diaspora; some
followed the official discourse, while others,
more critical, considered the Naksa a result
of the government’s recklessness at the time.
Thirdly, the character Muhib chose to
sympathize with the suffering of civilians in
the Suez Canal, who became refugees in their
own country as a result of the Israeli attacks.

Then, the excerpt on page 28 illustrates
Egypt’s condition after its defeat in the Six-
Day War (1967); Egypt did not surrender
easily, and one year later President Gamal
Abdul Nasser launched a counterattack against
Israel (Nurudin, 2015). On March 8, 1969,
President Gamal Abdul Nasser officially
proclaimed the War of Attrition, marked by
large-scale shelling along the Suez Canal,
massive air battles, and commando raids;
hostilities continued until August 1970 and
ended with a ceasefire (“War of Attrition,”
2025). However, on Wednesday, April 8,
1970, at precisely 09:20, before the ceasefire
took effect, a humanitarian atrocity of
historical significance occurred; on that day, in
a simple school consisting of only two
classrooms in the village of Al-Salhiya, Shargia
Province, Egyptian children began their day
with lessons; without warning, that calm was
shattered when lIsraeli Phantom fighter jets
appeared in the sky, dropping five bombs and
firing two missiles at Bahr Al-Bagar School,
leveling the building within minutes (Egypt,
2025). Of the 130 students at the school, 46
were Kkilled and more than 50 others wounded:;
in addition, 11 school staff were also injured in
that tragic incident; mothers of the students
ran in grief searching for their children.

This massacre occurred at the height of
the War of Attrition, when Egypt sought to
reclaim the Sinai Peninsula after the 1967

defeat; Israel’s intention, it seemed, was to
deliver a brutal message to Egypt: retreat, or
face further suffering; yet the attack became a
boomerang; instead of submission, it
provoked waves of public anger and forged a
national unity behind the Egyptian army in its
struggle to restore dignity; however, despite
international condemnation from many
nations, Israel was never held accountable for
the Bahr Al- Bagar massacre; no independent
investigation was conducted by any
international body; the world’s silence
became a stark reminder of global passivity
and the impunity that often shrouds crimes
committed under occupation (Barakat, 2022).
One example, as depicted by the author of Al-
Futihat al-Barisiyyah in his novel, is Js
S Leisly ¢ an ae libleie Loges Lui i Cillge
Llgall o adum 220 25a 5 Lean ) Wl 40 Saa
LaBYIS Ay gaall OVl o WS (B G gaSaty (5l
4l 5 Ladley) Lilusll 5 the general stance of
Paris was sympathetic toward Egypt, yet it
could only remain silent in witnessing that
tragic event, due to the strong influence of
Zionist groups controlling many vital
sectors such as the economy, media, and the
arts.

3. The Causes and Consequences of the
Decline of the Egyptian Government as
Depicted in the Novel

In 1967 Egypt, Syria, and Jordan
suffered a crushing defeat at the hands of

Israel; this loss was a deep humiliation for the

Arab armies facing the Israeli forces that had

been established for less than twenty years in

the land of Palestine; some fifteenthousand

Arab soldiers were killed and more than five

thousand reported missing, while the Sinai

Peninsula and the Golan Heights fell into

Israeli hands (Zakariah, 2007) in (Isa et al.,

2020). This defeat was certainly a heavy blow

to the Egyptian government, triggering a
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political and social crisis and eroding public
trust in the authorities; the narrative of Arab
glory collapsed instantly; at the same time,
Egypt faced a serious economic crisis due to
the enormous military expenditures
(Sholahudin & Maksum, 2024).

This had a profound impact on Egyptian
society, as depicted in the novel. After the
defeat of 1967 many people moved abroad,
particularly to the United States. Data reported
by (“Egyptian Americans,” 2025) (Cammings,
1977) show that about fourteen thousand seven
hundred Egyptians and three hundred
Lebanese migrated to Canada between 1960
and 1971, and more than seven thousand
former Egyptians and three thousand former
Lebanese obtained Canadian citizenship
during the same period. In Britain the number
of registered foreigners grew by almost forty
seven percent between 1961 and 1973 to a total
of nearly one hundred eighty four thousand.
By 1973 the number of Egyptians had risen to
more than three thousand five hundred, an
increase of over one hundred fifty three
percent. Meanwhile the Iragi population in
Britain grew more slowly, about twenty eight
percent, reaching around three thousand two
hundred.

The reasons for the large number of
Egyptians leaving their country were related to
economics and education. However many also
migrated because of concerns about political
developments in Egypt after the 1952
Revolution.  Thousands of  Egyptians,
particularly Copts, left Egypt in 1967 after its
defeat in the Six Day War. From 1967 to 1977
more than fifteen thousand Egyptians
immigrated to the United States (“Egyptian
Americans,” 2025).

Therefore, based on the results of data
analysis, the researcher finds that in the novel
Al- Futuat al-Barisiyyah the author directly
portrays the impact of the defeat in the Six Day

War of 1967. The narrative illustrates how
many Egyptians migrated in search of a better
life, reflecting the failure of the state to fulfill
the expectations of its people. In the excerpt
presented in Data 1, the author not only
provides historical facts but also revives the
psychological condition of society after the
defeat of 1967, including the loss of hope,
dissatisfaction with the government, and the
reliance on foreign lands rather than one’s
own homeland.

Let us consider some of the mistakes
made by the Arab governments in the Six Day
War of 1967 as noted by (Laurens, 2007). First,
Nasser and other Arab leaders underestimated
the military capability of Israel. They assumed
that Israel would not be able to fight on
multiple fronts simultaneously and wrongly
believed that the West, whether the United
States or Britain, would not allow lIsrael to
attack. In fact, Israel had already prepared
a well structured plan for military expansion
and required only political support from the
West, not military aid. Second, Arab radio and
media, particularly the Voice of the Arabs,
exaggerated their calls for the destruction of
Israel. This situation shifted international
public opinion in favor of Israel and further
worsened the Arab diplomatic position.
Third, Nasser’s reckless actions, including
the withdrawal of UN forces from Sinai, the
closure of the Straits of Tiran, and the
mobilization of troops without proper
preparation, provided Israel with a legitimate
pretext to launch an attack. Fourth, the
division within the Arab world between the
progressive camp, represented by Egypt and
Syria, and the conservative camp,
represented by Saudi Arabia and Jordan,
weakened  coordination.  Jordan  was
compelled to join the war due to political
pressure despite its lack of military readiness.
Fifth, Arab leaders felt secure in the support
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of the Soviet Union, but this was a grave
miscalculation since the Soviet Union
actually urged Egypt not to engage in direct
warfare.

CONCLUSION

The history presented by Maher Batuti in
his work reveals aspects rarely highlighted in
official narratives. Batuti portrays another side
of modern Egyptian history by emphasizing
its social, political, and psychological impacts.
First, the Six- Day War defeat in 1967 triggered
a wave of migration to the West, symbolizing
the state’s failure to meet its people’s
expectations. Second, the 1970 Bahr al-Bagar
massacre is shown not merely as a military
event but as a lasting human tragedy that
fueled anger, criticism of Arab weakness, and
the contrasting neutrality of foreign powers
under political pressure. Third, the novel
depicts political repression after the 1952
Revolution, especially against leftist groups,
exposing that the revolution did not bring full
freedom Dbut introduced new forms of
oppression. Fourth, it addresses cultural
colonialism through the looting of Egyptian
artifacts by Western nations. Lastly, it captures
society’s anxiety during the leadership
transition from Nasser to Sadat.

Thus, the novel functions not only as
historical narration but also as a counter-
history, recording not just major events like
wars or leadership shifts but also the
emotional, moral, and personal dimensions of
Egyptians and their diaspora. It complements
official history with overlooked voices of loss,
betrayal, critique, and longing for justice.
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